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: : : : L FEVERENDIURTORT TG
Give your entire attention to what God is doing hignow, and don’t get LUWK’”“

worked up about what may or may not happen tomorr@wod will help you
deal with whatever hard things come up when thegigomes.

Matitl 6:34 The
Message

Spring has sprung, fall has fell, summer'sshend it's hot as ...well, let
just say it's hot. Now that | have your attentitvere are some things | wo
like to share with you. The day that | am writifgstarticle | received a lett
from our bishop, Timothy W. Whitaker. The letteraisrery gracious thank ydiow come ﬂtrmrraiss GETS 152 AND GOD
for paying 100 percent of our 2008 Conference Appoments. The lett
states in part:

“When every congregation contributes 100 perceliisof
Apportionments, the whole church is able to mest it
many responsibilities to mission and ministry o,
lives are changed because of your stewardship.”

You will be able to read the letter in itstissty later in this newsletter. As Inside this
you know the amount of our Apportionments generatigrease each year Edition
However, due to the economic times we find ourselvethe Conference in
February rolled back the 2009 Apportionments to20@8 level, which resulted
in a reduction of $1,100. Through God’s blessingd gour faithfulness in sup-
porting the ministry of our Lord through the Onddaited Methodist Church § Men’s and Women’s News
we have paid 100 percent since 1995.

Pastor's Message

The Apportionments are part of our generalgat so as we meet our budgd ng;?;elﬁgﬁqw
we are able to pay toward our Apportionments. Aghefwriting of this article
we have not paid any of our Apportionments for 2008ere has been somg Congregational Care
money specifically given for Apportionments andttiéll be sent when we Ins & Outs
make our first payment. | am not asking you to gpecifically to our Appor- FLUMC Report

tionments, but | am asking you to prayerfully caoiesigiving all that you are
able toward our regular budget so that our Apportients can be paid.

| know that there is still a great deal otcerainty in our economy, but | August Calendar
also believe in God's faithfulness to His people&dGs truly blessing us, for Birthdays &
even in these uncertain times, our regular givexg.ept for theT mont.h of 'Janu N
ary, is equal to last year’s levels. | thank youdt you are doing. It is a joy to
be your pastor, and to share in this marveloussminiand know that lives are] ~ Purple Heart Packages
being changed because of our faithfulness. A el July e

In The Mailbag

Are You A Salty Servant?

July Calendar

In His Grace,

Ephesians 2: 8 “Ditty Bag” ltems
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again collecti
are donated to

money for this p
times more homelé

S men as women.

MISSION
REPORT

School Supplies: We have
our teachers’ surveys back and
have made a list of what we need. We have alretadted
purchasing items that we find at a good price. aNeck
the ads weekly to make the best use of our fudtlms
that we need a lot of are:

#2 pencils

Wide-rule notebook paper
Wide-rule theme books

Elmer’s 4 oz. glue or glue sticks
Pocket & prong portfolios

Pencil boxes

Division & multiplication flash cards
Backpacks

The district superintendent has encouraged eacttitha
adopt a school near them to help with the schopplées
for those in need. We have been doing this farraber of
years and help the 3 “low income area” schoolsest&dn

of Manatee County. A list of items needed is dste
on page 12 in this issue and is available in tHebu
tin. As you are\planning to donate either items gr

e
Bulletin Boar

Independence Day service at the Sunday, Jl
5th worship service.

y

We have scheduled two more Wednesday
night dinners, sponsored by the UMM. The
tentative dates are July 15th with BBQ Ribs
and August 26th with Brisket (Pulled Beef). |If
those dates change, the information will be
posted in the Sunday bulletins.

Our men'’s breakfasts will be on Sunday, Jully
26th and August 23rd at 7:30 a.m.

Choir Practice resumes on Thursday, Augugt
20th at 6:30 p.m..

The next Children’s Home Offering is Sundgy,
August 30th.

| would like to thank
every one for their support of the
Men’s Fellowship this year in making our out-
reach program come alive in Oneco United Methodist
Church, but there is another area of life we sided to
work on. You ask, “What area?” | answer as alyfair
new comer to our fellowship. We all need to work o
evangelism or inviting our friends and neighborgome
to church with us. It's just that easy. Theretare kinds
of gentle evangelism. The first is by outright iagk
every opportunity we get. This many times will kize
and lead to a loss of friends. Secondly, we cha the
way of the example of leading a Christian life ihat

us (Oneco, Samoset and Wakeland Elementary Schoolsyir work and acts and deeds. This usually spealdet

Monetary donations are always appreciated. Ple@seo
checks — School Supplies. If you would like tophshop
for this Mission project please call Linda Green7&ab-
2289. We will also need volunteers in August ta e
items and pack the bags we give the teachers dawlsc

than words, this with a gentle invitation. Ask you
friends and neighbors to join you at a church fiomct
Let's all become that gentle type of Christian anake
Matthew 28:11-20 and Acts 2:41-42 come alive in €ne
United Methodist Church. | have heard it saidwan’t
have a place to sit!” Let's remember whose talbdeane

Yard Sale: Can you work 1 or 2 days a month this sumasking our friend to, our table or pew? No, ittset

mer sorting and pricing? Call Linda or Lisa wittetdays
you are available. Hours 9-12 noon.

Linda Green,
Missions Coordinator

Lord’s! Let’s all become evangelists!

In His Service,
Keith Cook
President, United Methodist Men



By: Ann Onymous

“Methodists” according to Garrison Keillor, hunzi,
storyteller, and radio commentator on “The Prakilieme
Companion”

It seems Garrison Keillor has a special fondnkss
Methodists. He also seems to have certain unaelisigs
and opinions about them. He says that people rakef
Methodists for their blandness, their excessivencdheir
fear of giving offense, their lack of speed, andirtlsecret
fondness for macaroni and cheese. He says nobogdy s
like them. They are bred from childhood to singfonr-
part harmony. This comes from children sittingtbe lap
of someone singing alto, tenor, or bass, and hgdhia in-
tervals by putting their little heads against tleespn’s rib
cage. He thinks Methodists are too modest to bmsts,
and too worldly to sing in unison. By singing iarmony,
Methodists somehow promise they will not forsakehea
other. Even though Methodists like to sing, theyndt like
being confronted with a hew hymn or a hymn with eno
than four stanzas.

Mr. Keillor does believe Methodists are the sirpeople
you can call when you're in deep distress. If yeudying,
Methodists will comfort you. If you are lonely,efll talk
to you. If you are hungry, they'll give you tunalad. He
thinks that Methodists believe in prayer, but wopldcti-
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cally die if asked to pray out loud. They beligbeir
pastors will visit them in the hospital, even iEyhdon't
notify anyone that they are there. They follow dig-
cial liturgy because they feel it is their way aiffering
for their sins.

Methodists believe in miracles and even expeica-m
cles, especially when passing the offering plateadanc-
ing the budget. They think the Bible forbids th&om
crossing the aisle while passing the peace. Thimkd
coffee as if it were the Third Sacrament. They fralty
for not staying to clean up after their own weddiagep-
tion in the Fellowship Hall. They are willing t@ap up to
one dollar for a meal at the church. Methodigtsssrve
Jell-O in the proper liturgical color of the seasamd
think that peas in a tuna casserole add too mutdr.co
They believe it is OK to poke fun at themselves and
never take themselves too seriously.

Garrison Keillor believes you are a Methodisewh

It's 95 degrees with 90% humidity, you live in
Florida, and you still have coffee after the ser-
vice.

You hear something funny during the sermon and
smile as loudly as you can.

Donuts are a line item in the church budget, just
like coffee.

When Methodists watch a Star Wars Movie and
they hear “May the Force be with you,” they re-
spond, “and also with you.”

You'll know you are in the presence of another
Methodist, if it takes ten minutes to say good-
bye.

With deep sadness, we must say goodbye to Ann Oogmo
This will be the last article from Ann. Goodbye Arand
thank you for all your past articles. You will baissed.

Now that the summer is upon us, the kids have [ jsa willis
graduated, or moved ahead a grade, and the W Newsletter Editor

ter residents have gone home it is only naturdliea
want to lay back and relax and simply wait for tall
come when things pick up again.
But now more than ever we need to be about our LSRD
command and share the good news with someone.

In my previous reports to you | have mairpplee of
two things, one to share JESUS with someone, amyite
someone to CHURCH with you.

These hold true now more than ever.

There is a hurting world out there and we haveatimver
for them and it is JESUS.

Do your best this summer season and share yohn/fati

someone and ask somebody to CHURCH. They may just

say yes and come with you.

IN HIS LOVE AND SERVICE
AS YOUR EVANGELISM CHAIRMAN

ED MILLER
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What a month! (Maybe months.)
Dear Brothers and Sisters have returned to theithNp
ern homes. The Wednesday “Care” meals are] fin-
ished, Sunday services begin at 10:00 AM, the dkgir
smaller, you can eat at most any restaurant without
standing in line, “most of the time”, traffic is neo
crowded. It's just a different place for a litthhile!
We do need the folks to come back and turn or] the
frantic schedule again...It's more fun!

We have lost many loved ones these past|few
months. They have answered the call of God, “Cpme
home my child”. Still others have gone through- $ur
gery, falls, and iliness. We pray that the smadkky
we do has some comfort for those in need.

Pastor Bob and Linda continue their winter
at the same pace in summer. They will be atte
Annual Conference next week. Carol Hany will sqrve
as our Lay Delegate. The needs for wise decisa
in good hands from Oneco. We are indeed fort
to have such leaders.

God Bless,
Pastor Roy and Nancy

If you or anyone you
know needs prayer,
please call the head of
our prayer chain, Bar-
bara Cline at
322-1568, or if you are
interested in becoming
a part of the prayer

chain.

Not from reading the Bible, from watching T.\{.

Dan & Cherry Ann Norman joined by
Profession of Faith and Baptism on
June 14th. The Norman’s reside at
3324 2%' St. E., Bradenton, FL 34208.
Ph. 726-9020

James, Christine and Taylor Prokoschjoined by
church transfer on June 14th. James comes from
Rock Hill UMC in Rockhill, NY, Christine comes
from Mongaup UMC in Mongaup, NY and Taylor
comes as a preparatory member and was baptized at
Pine Valley UMC in Jacksonville, NC. The Pro-
kosch's reside at 15241 Bluefish Cir. Lakewood
Ranch, FL 34202. Ph. 567-4657

Mary Preston-Chaffin passed on May 3rd.
Elaine Stockmanpassed on May 6th.
Betty Roberts passed on May 8th.

Wilma Beversluis passes on May 28th.

William “Bill” Glanton passed on June 7th.

The Bible and the TV

On the table side by side;
The Holy bible and T. V. Guide.
One is well worn but cherished with pride
(Not the Bible, but the T.B. Guide).
One is used daily to help folds decide
No! It isn’'t the Bible,
It's the T.V. Guide.
As pages are turned, what shall they see?
Oh, what does it matter, turn on the T.V.

So they open the book in which they confide (No,

not the Bible, it's the T.V. Guide).
The Word of God is seldom read,
Maybe a verse e'’re they fall into bed
Exhausted and sleepy and tired as can be

So, then back to the table side by side,
Is the Holy Bible and T.V. Guide.
No time for prayer, no time for the Word.
The plan of salvation is seldom heard.
Forgiveness of sins so full and free
Is found in the Bible, not on T.V.

-Kristone-
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The last day of and is already thoroughly enjoying himself. He Hase a
school for the completer 180 degree turn. His attitude and ewotitbook
youngsters at The on his life has changed. He is proud of himsetfvibat
Florida United he is learning, a trade which he will be able te fm the
Methodist  Chil- rest of his life!
dren's Home was  As these teams of students learn how to daioepto-
June 13, 2009. The jects, they will get to help out in the communityddearn
staff at the home is entrepreneurial skills that will hopefully pay kfeng divi-
ready with plans for dends. Even though college may not be fore evesi r
the coming summer. dent, they will each have the chance to learn atioc

They will offer their young people an array of leig ex- and have skilled experience as they leave the hmmae
periences that will be fun and challenging, so tlkap enter the workforce.

stretch beyond what they think they can accomplic Please pray for Tommy. Just a few weeks ago, h
Some of the activities include sports, potterysahd grandmother passed away, so when he leaves the home
crafts, education enrichment, computer skills, imgit next year, he will truly be “on his own” in so mamgays.
campus service, spiritual development, cookingiefis, More than ever, the values, skills and traininddagns at

wood shop, scrap-booking and much more. The safi The Children’s Home will be vital to his success.

excited about the summer and hopes that each nési

will experience a summer to remember.
The home is looking for house parents. If anyple in

The home’s first “tract” is for construction,ttv plans
to add automotive and cosmetology training nextryea
then culinary arts, nursing, computer engineerimg) \zari-

our church, or you know someone who may be intedes ous agricultural training. The home wants to g

in exploring the unique opportunity of serving asube
parents at the Children’s Home, who feel calledéeoin
ministry together, they could make a real and rastm-
pact in the lives of children and youth. If you wia like
more information, please email the Director of Hanfee-
sources apbbs@fumch.org

The home is starting a new Career Development
gram, which is urgently needed. Some experts lsatyats
many as 45% of children living in foster care obugp
home situations end up homeless within a yearaiteg!
Kids without strong family ties are especially veilable
during this time of transition—and with a hurtingoa-
omy and jobs so hard to get, it is now even touda it
was just a year ago. Though most of the childeawihg
FUMCH do well because of the love and care of siaft
friends, we worry about today’s economic problerfs
fecting the job chances of the home’s kids on thein.

That's why FUMCH is so excited about this nearéer
Development program. Tommy is a classic exampie.

academic learning with practical skills trainingilehthey
can, and start preparing their kids with everyththgy
need to succeed in life.

Praise the Lord for such a practical and viagigriook
ahead for the residents at the children’s homely Ma ,
the Methodist churches stand with the home andritent
ute as we are able to bring their dream to fulflirn

Our nest fifth Sunday offering is August 30tiPlease
mark it on your calendar and pray for the staff aesi-
dents of the home.

Alice Yeager
Your local Church Representative

From a resident at
The Florida United Methodist Children’s Home

came to the home when he was just 12 years old Hi

mother died and his father is incarcerated. He laisd
younger sister lived with their grandmother untiesbe-
came too ill to care for them.

After arriving here, both Tommy and his sistéjusted
well and started doing much better in school. Tgnism
now 17 years old and will soon be out on his ovkis
younger sister was adopted earlier this year. sAgpical

“ | hear them, those small urgent voices. You sent
them Lord to warn me. | know they were truthful,
concerned, and divine but | did not obey, time went
on.

My way seemed perfect, true, and imperishable.
Then came the doubts. | know | had to change, you

of so many teenagers, Tommy was having some troufleow that, and with fatherly concern, courage, and

focusing on his future. He wasn't interested iringoto
college, and didn't seem to be interested in antiquaar
vocation.

When the start of a new Construction tech mogwas

love you corrected my path and it hurt but you only
wanted to protect and save me.

The pain was my fault, Lord. I'm sorry that you
must have hurt even more than 1...”

announced early this year, you could see Tommyés ey

brighten and his ears perk up. He was the firstiga up
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7/01

7/03

7/04

7/05

7/06

7/07

7/08
7/09

7/10

7/11
7/13
7/14
7/17
7/20
7/21
7/22
7/23
7/25
7/26
7/27
7/29

7/30
7/31

Mary Friele
John Hicks
Ruth Younkin
Barbie Kelly
James Armstrong
Don Dorrance
Janet Hicks
Nancy Lezotte
John Peek
Eva Myers
Cathy Boyd
Nancy Burton
Cherry Ann Norman
Mary Jackson
Linda Wingard
Kimberly Green-Simmons
Jerry Markle
Hal Yates
Thomas Fingland, Jr.
Irene Basch
Eugene Hany
Roger Spangler
Connie Hodsdon
Mary Carroll
Helen Marble
Keith Voy
Joshua Wallis
Craig Ripley
Donald Harris
Wilma Ryder
James Bryington
Rudy Scott
Jim Boyd
Ruby Hausauer
Matthew Allen Walker
Nancy Hammond
Tresa Rank
Al Yearick
Martha Frailey
Marjorie Rowe
Janet M. Rice
Elaine Theroux
Wilma Beversluis
Susan Hauck
Billy White
Philip Basch

8/01

8/03
8/04
8/06
8/07
8/08

8/09
8/10
8/14
8/15
8/16

8/17

8/20

8/22

8/23
8/24
8/25
8/26
8/27
8/29

8/30

Ruby Teeple

Ruby Hall

Russell Helmer

Carol Rankin

Laini Routh

Helen Fern Case

Jamie Bryington

Debbie Hanson

Elaine Biddison

Miriam Fleischman

Christine Anderson

Pat Free

Mary Lou Goodwillie

Kathy Gingerich

Lois Stolp

Tom Lewis

Janet Saver

Fay Ellsworth

Millie Evans

Ruth Wolfe

Evelyn Lee

Peggy Rebstock

Shirley Vandersall

Sophie Vanderlip

Harold Cooper

Gerald Nuckols

Mary Markle

John Bradbury

Dottie Wright

Mary Fredendall

Sheryll Sherman

Vernon Petschel

Paul Weibel

Darren Frazee
Delores (Dee)Yearick

Joe Weber

Greta Kilgore

Jean Colbert

Marge Spangler

Frances Madson
Kenneth Barton, Sr.
Cassandra Sasser
Don Dix

Oneco
United
Methodist

Church

Celebrates
130

years!

&/ Happy

mversary!
7102 Roger & Marge Spangler
7/03 Kathy & Homer Hancock
7106 Cori & Harlan Decker
7107 Debbie & Lanny Lentz
Don & Linda Diers

7/15 Mary & Jerry Markle
7/18 Violet & Jim DeMarco
7120 Florence & Clyde Hefner

8/01 Terry & Kyle Cummings
8/07 Ellen & George Prather
8/08 Mary & Len Peroney

Eva & Ross Myers
8/12  Ruby & Kenneth Hausauer
8/21  Philip & Irene Basch
8/22  Edie & Eddy Armstrong
8/24  lan & Louise Brand

Dale & Sherry Brannock
8/26  Juanita & Wilfred Volz

If there is anyone whose birthday or anni-
versary | have left out, please accept my
apology and, please call the office at 755-
5943 and let me know.

Lisa

Colobnate
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The Purple Heart Packages

*'The Purple Heart is awarded in the name of the Pesident of the United States to any member of a
Armed force who, while serving with the U.S. ArmedServices after 5 April 1917, has been wounded o
killed, or who has died or may hereafter die afterbeing wounded. A wound for which the award is
made must have required treatment by a medical offer.”

*'Today the Purple Heart is perhaps, the most unige of all United States military awards. Though low
in the order of precedence on the Pyramid of Hono(it ranks below the Bronze star), it is one of the
most widely recognized and respected medals. Itanot be earned by courage or by exceptional senéc
or achievement. The Purple Heart signifies one thg...SACRIFICE. Whenever you see the Purple
Heart, know that it represents either a combat dedt or a combat wound. It represents the blood that
has been shed in defense of liberty.”

When a wounded soldier, from any branch, is broughtnto the hospital, his clothing is cut off (if itwas-
n't already done in the field) and treatment is stated. After they are stabilized, they are given pper gowns or pants to
wear for the trip to Germany for further treatment. Their other clothes, hygiene items, etc. are latdoxed up and hope-
fully reconnected with them in the future.

The nurses try to put together these packages wititems other groups donate or that come into the US@nd morale
lockers. They need the following items:

Undershirts (XL 1XL & 2XL); boxers (M, L, XL, 1XL & 2XL); tube socks, small toothpaste & tooth brushesdeodorant
and sweatpants (L, XL, 1XL & 2XL); twin blankets ( new or used if in good condition)

If you care to make a monetary donation, please meorit “Purple Heart Package”.

Please call or email Linda Green at 941-755-2289 61RACER43@aol.confor more details.

We have been able to mail several boxes to them edrdy!

Linda Green
Missions Coordinator

* Taken from the internet: “History of the Purple H eart”

Independence Day in the U.S., is an annual holidaommemo-
rating the formal adoption by the Continental Congress of the Dec
laration of Independence on July 4, 1776, in Philaglphia. Al-

though the signing of the Declaration was not compted until Au- ]‘[appv Bfl’tllddy

gust, the Fourth of July holiday has been accepteaks the official
anniversary of U.S. independence and is celebratéal all states and ]merlca,
territories of the U.S.

The holiday was first observed in Philadelphian July 8, 1776,
at which time the Declaration of Independence wasead aloud, city
bells rang, and bands played. It was not declared lagal holiday,
however, until 1941. The Fourth is traditionally cdéebrated publicly
with parades and pageants, patriotic speeches, amdganized fir-
ing of guns and cannons and displays of fireworksgarly in the
20th century public concern for a "safe and sane" bliday resulted
in restrictions on general use of fireworks. Familypicnics and out-
ings are a feature of private Fourth of July celebations.

An article from Funk & Wagnalls® New Encyclopeda2008 World Almanac Education

1.2.0.2.2.8.9.9.9.9.2.6.0.9.0.8.6.0 00006600 0060000006000 080008 880008880008 8¢
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Dear Oneco United Methodist ence churches contributed $14,205,493 to the dvapal

Church, portionment total of $17,431,638. This represeats
81.5% level of giving. This was not done withoatfice.
I would like to extend my sin- Over the years, | have learned that a siga béalthy

cere appreciation for your congregation is full support of the rest of the mection.
outstanding contributions in You are the ones who have a joy in God's giftsegiin
support of the Marines and abundance, and who are practicing a spirit of gesiigr
Sailors involved in Operation that points to a larger vision of the Church as@munion
Iragi Freedom. You have of congregations in common mission and ministrythe
earned my grateful appreciation for your unselffslith-  world. It truly is a sign of the living God at woin your
ful and devoted service. midst.

Due to your selfless devotion, and willingnes$elp, May the Spirit of God continue to illuminajide, and
your display of volunteerism through donations imegle empower you to be God’s own people.
a positive impact on the morale of our service raad
women. Volunteers like yourselves have greatly e Sincerely,
hanced the overall quality of life for the servibembers

of Camp Tagaddum, Irag. Tim W. Whitaker
It is a personal pleasure to present you thith Cer- Resident Bishop
tificate of Appreciation. Again, thank you and keep %’é

the great work.
Dear Pastor Green and Rev. Lee,

D.M. Withington Ken and | want to thank you for your prayers araught-
CDR, CHC, USNR fulness during his “long” hospital stay. Your hitapvisits
2" MLG FWD Chaplain were a blessing!

Ken and Joan Lighthall

Dear Oneco United Methodist Church: Dear Oneco UMC,
Thank you so much for the Bible, the personal pr=aje

| am writing to thank you for your faithfulving as graduates, and the book titled Experiencing Gochnit
disciples of Jesus Christ by giving 100 percenyafir ~Wwait to read them. | am sure they will help gumie
apportionments for 2008. Apportionments are yo through these next few years! Thank you for all yio.
church’'s share of the funding of the budgets of TlLove,
United Methodist Church around the world, the Flari Melissa Clark
Conference, and your District. *

When every congregation contributes 100 peroé
its apportionments, the whole church is able totnitse Dear Rev. and Mrs. Green,

many responsibilities to mission and ministry. shmort,

lives are changed because of your stewardship. How do | say thank you adequately to you andhe
Children are fed at feeding program; church for all that you do for us? This last ‘caeckage’

with the 10 cans of corn, 10 cans of green beahpolinds
of ric, 2 boxes of brownie mix, a bottle of oil afour
dozen eggs not only thrilled the men’s stomachg altso
their hearts! These are things they really canamkthen
you topped it off with the brownie mix!

Add all of this with all of the meals you sever ( espe-
cially the meatloaf!) and then the breads...Wonder¥ou
have helped in so many ways and we are so grateful!
know | see a big difference in our grocery bill tthese
guys have quite and appetite, but | guess aftesopri
food... Need | say more?

You truly bless us, and | know that God wilesd you
for it, full measure, pressed down and running over
Love in Christ,

Jean Russo

Young men and women receive financial assi
tance towards their education at Bethun
Cookman University or Florida Southern Col
lege;

Retreat and camp settings help grow and ma
disciples of Jesus by offering invitations to g
further in understanding of being a Christian;
New churches are planted;

Existing churches are transformed to better me
the needs of the community.

Even though the economy is in distress, 2008 wasfpr
that in God’s economy, God'’s servants still pubiptac-
tice the stewardship teachings of Christ. In 2@@®fer-
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AreYou a Salty Servant?

Beginning in July we will be asking you to teib - Justice ministry addressing systems that causers

whether you have been a Salty Servant during tlsé ing;

week, by dropping a Salty Servant card into theroffy - Earth-care as a steward of God’s creation;

plate (they will be in the pew pockets each Sunda - Relationship building to ease the emotional of isgr

This is all part of measuring our churciViéssional Vi- tual needs of others.

tal Signs Although we've been getting ready for thi:

for some time now, we wanted to remind you why w Serving theinternal programs of a church is very impog-

are doing this. tant, but we cannot be entirely inwardly focusedd «
All of the churches in the Florida Conferenavén must also serve thoseutsidethe church. We want t

embarked on a program to see how we,
as churches, are growing in both faith-
fulness and fruitfulness. We will do
this by measuring our Missional Vital
Signs in five areas: Salty Service;
Passionate Worship; Intentional Dis-
cipling; Extravagant Generosity;
Radical Hospitality. We will report
these numbers monthly to the Florida
Conference and they will help us meas-
ure how we are growing, with all our
numbers and trends graphed out on the
internet, available to anyone who is in-
terested. You can find thesefatmc.
orgunder Missional Vital Signs.

Jesus was clear that his followers are
to be servants: “Whoever wants to be-
come great among you must be your
servant...just as the Son of Man did not

know if you spent at least one hour d@r-
ing the week in an activity that benefi
others in the community or the worlg.
This can be part of a church-sponsoged
activity such as stuffing ditty bags @r

tionship with an unchurched persoN..

Volunteering at a soup kitchen or worg-

ing with other organizations such as the
Red Cross or the Boy Scouts in anot§er
way to be a Salty Servant.

Many of you serve others dailf,
never thinking twice about it, and cej-
tainly never measuring it. It will be i
portant for us, however, to see how We
are maturing as a church and as Chjis-

come to be served, but to serve: (Matthew 20: 26-2 tians, and for us to encourage others to serve dk.
Jesus gave us the teachings and example to follcPlease take a moment every week to share thisusitHf
“Let me tell you why you are here,” says Jesuyou've served one hour or more in Salty Servicet
“You're here to be salt-seasoning that brings dw t drop a card in the offering plate or, if you cavét at wor-
God-flavors on the earth. If you lose your sak#e ship, just call the church office to let me know yafur
how will people taste godliness?” (Matthew 5: 13Tl service to others as | am the Missional Vital Siges
Message). porter. God bless you for you faithfulness.
We are defining “Salty Service” in terms of aofy
four elements; “You are the SALT of the earth.”
Matthew 5:13

Hands-on mercy ministry alleviating the sufferin . .
of others: Taken from Union Street “Community” News; Volume8lGssue 6:

June 2009

| would like to send Nancy Hammond a spe- /\
cial Thank-You for filling in for me \ (4%
while on vacation and typing some \ “‘ /
of these articles so | could get them
into this newsletter on time. Thank /
you, Nancy!

: Brlng
Lisa a friend

——— to church!
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