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God called the dry land Earth and the gathered w&teas
Genesis 1:10

and have fully appreciated all of the natural bgadtthe bays and gulf. | grew
fishing the rivers, lakes, and bays of this bealt#rea. | have done crabbi
shrimping, oystering and scalloping as well as swing in and walking on tHe
beautiful beaches of the Gulf of Mexico. It is inggthle to miss God’s signaturejas
you watch a glorious sunset along the gulf coast.

As many of you know | am a native Floridiagréw up in the Tampa Bay a:l:e

In the beginning of creation God gathered waers together so that the giry
land would appear. God called the dry land Eantid, the waters that were gagh-

Genesis 1:28.

We now find ourselves in the midst of a man enadsaster that could haye
catastrophic effects on the entire gulf coast amed beyond. How quickly, Jit
seems, we are ready to trust in science and teaimod keep things under contrigi

JOIN US A

UNDAY |
SSCHOO{
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ambitions of people. The ship can'’t sink so welyeabn’t need enough lifeboz
for all the passengers. If the oil line breaksocagr seal it off by using the flow pifg

Pastor's Message

venter. Until it happened these assumptions seemalat

News & Notes

Most of the great catastrophes of history caréced back to a common cadse;

human error. The writer of proverbs points this. dliere is a way that seems right
to a personbut its end is a way to deatRroverbs 14:12. | don’t know what

’ FLUMC Report
Freedom is a Two-edged
Sword (cont. on pg 11)

be the outcome of the situation in the Gulf. Them® no easy answers. | am cofifi=
dent, however, that at some point there will betarn to normalcy through the
of God given intellect and natural sources. We rfegsin to put our trust in God.

€ part IV-Handy Little Chart

From DS John Powers

The Apostle Paul writes about the redemptiat th to comeFor the creatio

July Calendar

waits with eager longing for the revealing of théldren of God, for the creatig
was subjected to futility, not of it’s own will baftthe will of the one who subjecggd

August Calendar

it in hope that the creation itself will be setdrrom its bondage to decay and
obtain the freedom of the glory of the childrerGaid. Romans 8:20.

Birthdays &
Anniversaries

Let us truly live as the children of God andaretake for granted the beautyglof

Prayers for the Gulf

God'’s creation for God has entrusted its care o us

Prayers for the Gulf cont.

In His Grace Reflections on the Holy Land

Freedom (Cont. from pg 4)

Ephesians 2: B God Is In The Small Stuff
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YOU CAN
HELP!

Refinishing the cupboards in hall kitchen

Small flat roof on shed next to house across from
office needs work/ leaks when rains

Carpet in ladies rest room in the church need®to b
replaced

Repairing of rain gutters on front of office andido
side of hall.

Repair security light over shed by hall, (electiica
Replace some bad decking on house across from
office, along with pressure washing deck and seal
with water sealer.

Doors on the education building need repainted
Keeping shrubbery trimmed and in order.
Re-supplying first aids kits.

Finish painting wall area around the new doors re-
cently installed in the church.

Seal wall next to roof on southwest end of church.

heavy agenda for the summer.
agenda includes the following:

flooding of lanai on each side of parsonage.
Replace section of rain gutter on southwest corner
of parsonage.

Parsonage Study door frame needs repair.

Finish replacing fan blades on parsonage lanai.

a new one at parson-
age, current one is
over 23 yrs. old.

Repair panel on screen
door of lanai at par-
sonage.

Susan M. Micciche by church transfgr
from Braden River UMC. She resides
Gold Tree, 5707 45St. E. Lot 29 Brader
ton, FL 34203. Phone-753-9312

Ann Marie Whipple by church transfer also from Brad
River UMC. She resides at Horseshoe Cove 516034(

E. Lot AA-17 BradentopnFL 34203. Phone-755-7545

11

SUMMER WORK NEEDS

Evaluation of the water drainage needs to eliminate

Entrance and hall vinyl needs replaced in parsanage
Keep check on hot water heater and possibly install

at

Th

/ The summer has landed. A good num-
ber of our folks have fled north for a

[ 4 .
few months and most of the commit-

'ﬁ
T 4 1]
& *‘ tees have recessed for the summer e

cept for maybe a called meeting if neces Thyrsday, July 22 at 7:00 pm at Christ UMC, Bradent
sary. However, the Trustees have a pret

Join us for a wonderful evening of Praig
& Worship on Thursday July 22 at Chri
UMC, Bradenton, with a world renowne
Christian artist and his band from Belfaq
Ireland!

Robin Mark is an acclaimed worshi

leader and songwriter based in Belfast, Ife-

land. Known for his unique blend o

Celtic-style instrumentation and modefn

Christian worship music, Robin is a previous winmdrthe
Gospel Music Association's "International Award® I8 a pro-
lific songwriter who has penned standards suchDesy$ of
Elijah", "Lion of Judah", "The Wonder of Your Crdsand
"Jesus, All for Jesus". His CDs include Revival Bel-
fast, Come Heal This Land, East of the River arehrYof
Grace, his latest project and first-ever album réed in the U.
S.

Internationally, Robin has ministered at catxeconfer-

ences and festivals around the world. He is algowbrship
leader at one of the largest annual men's confesaincEurope,
The Mandate, ministering to well over 8,000 men vgadher
from around the United Kingdom. Of his ministry, fto says ,
"I remember being told by a pastor to 'hold evengHoosely'.
Everything that | have ever had or will ever ackigs simply
God's grace and pleasure. Any talent that | mighster has
been given to me by the Lord, as the Bible sagsaccordance
with my ability'. The worth or value of my ministpales into
total insignificance when set against what Christ fr me.
All I have ever done is, at its core, an offerifgwmrship in
response to Him. Were it all to end or change toowrthen,
so long as | have tried to do whatever He askedonveth all
my heart and soul, that's all that matters. | haeen very
blessed."
Join us on Thursday, July 22 at 7 pm, for a rangoojpinity to
share an evening of Praise & Worship with an urdtieple
artist - one who's sold out to God and sharesjtyathrough
his incredible music ministry.

Tickets are available for a $12.00 donation incherch of-
fice. Get your tickets now!

Christ UMC, Bradenton
Thursday July 22nd
5512 26th Street W
Bradenton 34207
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MISSION REPORT

We have started purchasing school supplies foretae
mentary schools. The teachers have only requaktedery
basics for the students. The stores start thids $a July so we
try to take advantage of them.

Items we need the most are:

Composition books; 1-subject spiral bound theme
books; wide ruled paper, pkgs. Of computer printer
paper; #2 pencils (lots of them); pencil top eraser
pocket & prong portfolios; 24 ct. crayons; colored
pencils; colored markers; dry erase markers; glue
sticks or bottles; index cards; pencil boxes or ¢ius.

Monetary donations are always appreciatedisf difficult for
you to shop for these items. And we can alwayshedp to
stuff the bags once it’s all here.

P. S. Start getting in shape for the “March” o #gthool sup-
plies in August!

Military boxes are being sent monthly. If yoave a relative
in Afghanistan or Iraq, please give us their adslre§Ve can
always use these items:

Gum; foot powder; powdered drink mixes; baby
wipes; men’s razors.

We can always use your help in packing the boxes.

Don't forget the yard sale in October. We wadiking the
summer getting items ready.
Volunteer for some “Salty Service”! These are petrbpportu-
nities for you to be able to put one of thoseditthrds from the
pew into the offering plate on a Sunday or two.

Linda Green, Missions Coordinator

Deadline for the Sept/Oct Newslet-
ters articles is Friday, Aug 6, 2010

JULY 2010

5th— Office Closed
11th— Communion Sunday
14th— UMM Sponsored Dinner
17th- Golf Outing / Share Reg.
22nd-Robin Mark Concert
25th— Men'’s Breakfast
31st— Share Dist
AUGUST 2010

7th— Church Work Day

11th— UMM Sponsored Dinner

14th— Share Reg.

28th— Share Dist.

22nd- Men’s Breakfast

29th— 5th Sunday Children’'s Home Offering

In June the Methodist

, Men had an evening fellow-

Mens ship meal of Bar-b-Que

EIelVIM chicken, corn on the cobl

salad and dessert for our congregation. We wiirage

serving meals on Wednesday,

11th. Both at 6:00 pm. Wouldn't this be a wonderi

time to plan a relaxed evening out and not hav@do a

meal? We look forward to having you as our guasy
July and August.

Our next fellowship opportunity is a Golf Outirag
Rolling Green Golf Club. This is for all church mkers
and guests. Please see below for all information.

Join us each fourth Sunday for our men'’s bresikfa

Keith Cook, President,
Oneco United Methodist Men

GOLF OUTING
Sponsored by: UMM of Oneco UMC
e

Where: Rolling Green Golf Club
4501 N. Tuttle Ave.

Sarasota, Fl
When: Saturday, July 17, 2010
Shotgun Start 8:00 AM
Cost:  $22.50 pp Includes Green fees and Cart

paid individually at Club House tmabrning.

4 person Best Ball Scramble format

Rental B$uand food/drinks are not includgd
dast

Must sign up by July 9th—Sign-up sheet in
festship Hall or call Jim Prokosch at:
(941)567-4657

July 14th and August
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FUMCH REPORT

Thank you, members of
Oneco UMC, for joining so
enthusiastically in support of
our Florida United Methodist
children’'s Home Program!
We didn't get to take our trip
to the Home this year, but we
did remember then on July
16th. We heard a compelling
sermon from Rev. Stephen Hartsfield, director oblRuRela-
tions, and official historian for the Bicentennlaok “ Under
the Sheltering Tree”. Good attendance too! Tlyen, contrib-
uted to the collection of new and clean, used el®tivhich we
stuffed into Rev. Hartsfield’s car! All that clotly included
items for babies to young adults! Lastly, the chuMen’s
group heard a short talk about the Home from mizeAYeager
and a member took our copy of “Under the Sheltefimge”
home to read. That history is available for anyrch member
to read. Call me if you want it next (753-9261§ias soon as it
is returned | see to it that you get it.

An interesting coincidence occurred at the BayCam-
pus event on March 20, 2010. Woodrow “Woody” Cles)e
son of FUMCH'’s very first resident Benia Bensenradas, vis-
ited the Children’s Home during their Day On Camptie and
his wife Kathleen were in FUMCH'’s Archives room wheol-
unteer, Ann King overheard the latter exclaim, “\Wave the
same portrait at home.” Kathleen was referrintheportrait of
Benia Bansen Clemens. This momentous meetingladhoto
session along with renewed excitement at the oppibyt of ob-
taining more information and photographs of Beniang&en
Clemens.

Benia Bensen Clemons was born in Denmark ansl we
the first orphan to reside the Children’s Home. niBepassed
away at the age of 77 and survived by a sisteeetllaughters,
five sons, along with twenty-two grandchildren amnenty-one
great-grandchildren. (Wouldn't it be interesting iear com-
ments about her early Life?)

Our next fifth Sunday will be August 29th. Thardkgain
for your cooperation and please continue to prayte children
and all who live at the Home.

Alice Yeager,
Local Representative to the FUMCH

The address for the children's home has changed to:
51 Children's Way,
Enterprise, FL 32725

Last summer on the Fourth of July | found myselia
group listening to a short patriotic address. TBheaker
talked about the meaning if Independence Day. ptdes
of the men who signed the Declaration, their coerdlgeir
dedication. He reminded us of our heritage of doam,
how precious it is, and how jealously we shouldrduga

We applauded when he was through. But suddaslthe
applause died away, a voice spoke from the crovidihy
don't you tell them the whole truth?”

Startled, we all looked around. The words hatedom
a young man in the tweed jacket with untidy haid am-
tense, angry eyes. He might have been a collegest, a
poet, a Peace Corps worker, almost anything.

“Why don’t you tell them that freedom is the madan-
gerous gift anyone can receive?” He said. “Whgn'd
you make them see that we face a greater challévage
our ancestors ever did? They only hadigbt for freedom.
We have tdlive with it?” He stared for a moment at ot
blank, uncomprehending faces. Then he shruggedidys
through the crowd and was gone.

Now, almost a year later, | find myself stillirtking
about that young man. | think he was a persoreddis a
swift and stunning insight, and he had the coutagghout
it out. He was right: Freedois dangerous; itan be a
two-edged blade. Look at this county today. Atlund us
there seems to be a drastic decline in morals: ticlie3
where once there was honesty, promiscuity wherees g
there was decency, crime where once there wasatepe
law. Everywhere there seems to be a growing |ares
indifference, a softness that terrifies people whnk
about it.

And what lies behind all this? Perhaps the wangung
man was trying to tell us the truth. Perhapsdeéhave a
blind and misguided concept of liberty. Perhapsane
using the freedom of choice gained for us by oueffo
thers to choose the wrong things.

Ever since our country won its independence,etbimng
in us has been deeply suspicious of authority. véQiis
more freedom!” has been our constant cry. This vadid
when it was directed against tyranny or oppressiopx-
ploitation, but we have pushed the concept for hdythat.
The freedom we now claim has come to mean freed
from all unpleasantness: from hardship, from gisce,
from the stern voice of duty, from the pain of s&ltrifice.

“Give us fewer rules, or more elastic ones!” isTHe-
mand has weakened our courts of justice and sh#ieen]
foundations of the church.

“Give us the freedom to decide moral questi@mrsolur-
selves!” This one ignores the fact that once nsobaicome
relative it is hard to justify and morality at all.

As a nation, in shore, we have clamored forl trze-
dom. Now we have just about got it, and we aréenfaa
bleak and chilling truth: We have flung off onetemxal
restraint after another, but in the process we hast
learned how to restrain ourselves.

(Continued on page 11)

-

om




The Oneco Clarion 5

An Important Message from
the Gulf Central District
Superindendent, John Powers

As you may know, the Florida Annual
Conference theme this year is
"Transforming the World through Eradicat-
ing Extreme Poverty". This is an important
and timely theme; plus, it is central to the Biblimessage
and to the Wesleyan call to "social holiness". Mistthew 25,
after two "preparing for the coming of Christ" plales, with
messages of "be prepared", "stay awake", "usewbedt you
are blessed with", Jesus concludes with the pardhite Last
Judgment with it's theme of "why were you waitilg fne to
come at the end of the age? | came every dayipé¢hson of
the hungry, the thirsty, the stranger (refuge),rtaked, and
the prisoner...i.e. those at the bottom of societpecially the
poor."

Also, Jesus set the stage for his ministryisrfinst sermon,
"The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because heamasnted
me to bring good news to the poor, release to dpéives, re-
covery of sight to the blind, to free the oppressel to pro-
claim the Lord's year of favor" (the Lord's yearfafor is the
year of Jubilee in which God calls on Israel tayfee debts,
free slaves, and redistribute wealth every 50 yesms Leviti-
cus 25- The theme is also found in the Lord's Rrapd sev-
eral of Jesus' parables). These and many othgrebGpas-
sages are reminiscent of the Old Testament ther@dfre-
quiring justice and mercy for the poor, along witimility in
our walk with God. John Wesley and others understbe
centrality of humility, justice, and mercy in thiglof holiness,
and so should we.

The theme of eradicating poverty is timelyneedl as Bibli-
cal. We are all aware of extreme poverty in pldié@sHaiti
and sub-Saharan Africa. But, with unemployment hioge
around 13% in the five counties of the Gulf Cenbétrict,
extreme poverty is found in pockets of our own camm
ties. Homelessness is on the rise, we are toldngrfamilies
with no apparent addiction or mental health iss@as. United
Methodist Joining Hands Ministry in Holiday, Flogsighacks
their week long summer camp for homeless childbsrilie
way, this summer they are expanding to a summey fwo-
gram for at risk and homeless children -- my sdaayé&n, will
be working with this program). We are also seeimg&in
slavery arrests and convictions in our state, botex trade
and with farm workers (historically the most expdol and
abused of Florida workers).

Let me suggest a few ways to observe this jiraatl Bibli-
cally central theme of eradicating extreme poveFiyst, be
generous. Contribute to the Annual Conferencerioffethat
will go to Haiti relief (80%) and to the effort #nd childhood

hunger in Florida (20%), led by Florida Impact, theer-faith
lobby that represents the United Methodist Chunclegisla-
tive issues related to eradicating poverty.

Second, support the Ministries of mercy for thergao/our
church and in the district. These include the Raseind the
Manatee Counties Habitat for Humanity builds; Udiideth-
odist Cooperative Ministries of the Sun Coast (@istrict's
urban outreach ministry); and Joining Hands Unikexthod-
ist Homeless Ministry of Holiday, Florida. Theresaof
course, many other mercy ministries, including mencgal
church outreach programs.

And third, do justice. Mercy is not enougheTBible is
clear about that. Check out the Florida Impact welder
State legislative efforts. Check out Bread for\ttierld for
national and international efforts. Justice for ®leighbors
is a United Methodist program based in Clearwatenking
with refugees and immigrants that is always looKimgvol-
unteers. One of my favorite faith community effaddo
justice is the inter-faith support of the Coalitiohimmoka-
lee Farm workers. Largely due to the religious oamity's
efforts, several corporations that purchase Flodaatoes
(e.g. Whole Foods, Taco Bell, McDonalds, Burgerdiand
Subway) have signed an agreement to pay a penrgy et
pound and to require that the growers who theyhase
from comply with a vendor/CIW code of conduct. Rxbl
Corporation of Florida is currently being urgedsign the
agreement. Check the CIW website to see how yolneln

In the "pop-Christian”, or should we say tkaly-
Christian neo-Gnostic" culture rampant in many af o
churches, we hear statements like, "we need to asiy
holiness and spirituality and not social concearsd "the
church should stick to spiritual matters", as ifitvss and
spirituality had nothing to do with justice and merWe hear
"end-time", "second coming" speculation that ndyaenies
Jesus' admonition that only the Father knows the tr pe-
riod (it is not for you to know!), but also fails tonsider that
Jesus returns everyday, according to Matthew 26us @ot
fail to remember that to do justice, offer merayd @&hare
generously with the poor is to welcome Christ theg< And
not a day goes by when we are not given the oppibytu

Shalom,
John

Taken from the Gulf Central District Newsletter

Part IV-HANDY LITTLE CHART - GOD HAS A POSITIVE ANSWER:

YOU SAY GOD SAYS

SCRIPTURE READING

You say: 'I'm not smart enough’ God says: | give you wisdom
God says: | will never leave you or forsake you (Hebrews 13:5)

You say: 'l feel all alone'

(I Corinthians 1:30)
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Group Dinner _ UMM’s
® Golf Outing
. at Rolling
Communion Scouts Green Golf
Sunday Course
Club
8:00 AM
18 19 6 21 22 23 24
Prayer Robin Mark
Group / \ Concert
@Christ UMC
Scouts
26 27 28 29 30 31
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Church
Communion
Sunday
Work Day

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

Prayer / \ Dinner

Group by the UMM

. ¢ Share Reg.
Join
Scouts FUS /l
or
Supper!

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

Prayer /AR

Group / \

Scouts

23 24 25 26 27 28
Prayer / \
Group
Share Dist.

Scouts
29 30 31
5th Sunday Prayer
Children’s Group / \
Home Offering

Scouts
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7/01

7/03

7104

7/05

7/06
7107
7/08
7/09
7/10

7/13

7/14

7117
7120

7122
Walker

7123

7/25
7127
7/29
7/30
7/31

8/01 Ruby Teeple
Russell Helmer
8/02 Susan Micciche
8/03 Carol Rankin
Ruby Hall
) 8/04 Laini Routh
Mary Friele 8/06 Helen Fern Case
John Hicks - Jamie Bryington
Ruth Younkin Clarence Hewitt
James Armstrong 8/07 Debbie Hanson
Don Dorrance 8/08 Elaine Biddison
Janet Hicks Christine Anderson
Eva Myers 8/09 Pat Free
Joan Cook 8/10 Mary Lou Goodwillie
Cathy Boyd 8/12 Gilbert Leon McCall
Cherry Ann Norman  g/14 Kathy Gingerich
Nancy Burton 8/15 Lois Stolp
Mary Jackson Tom Lewis
Kimberly Green Janet Saver
Jerry Markle Keith Cook
Hal Yates 8/16 Fay Ellsworth
Irene Basch Millie Evans
Eugene Hany 8/17 Evelyn Lee
Roger Spangler Shirley Vandersall
Helen Marble 8/18 Peggy Rebstock
Keith Voy 8/20 Harold Cooper
Craig Ripley 8/22  Gerald Nuckols
Donald Harris Mary Markle
Wilma Ryder John Bradbury
James Bryington Dottie Wright
Rudy Scott 8/24 Paul Weibel
Matthew Allen Walker 8/25 Delores (Dee)Yearick
8/26 Joe Weber
Nancy Hammond 8/27 Greta Kilgore
Tresa Rank 8/28 Robert Warf
Al Yearick Gordon Woolner
Martha Frailey 8/29 Bill Leytham
Janet M. Rice Jean Colbert
Elaine Theroux Marge Spangler
Susan Hauck 8/30 Kenngth Barton, Sr.
Billy White Cassandra Sasser
Philip Basch Don Dix

Warren Berglund
John McMillen

7/02
7/03
7/06
7/07

7/15
7/16

7/18
7/20

8/01
8/08

8/17
8/21
8/22
8/24

Roger & Marge Spangler
Kathy & Homer Hancock
Cori & Harlan Decker
Debbie & Lanny Lentz
Don & Linda Diers

Tom & Pat Lewis

Pat & Ken Free

Mary & Jerry Markle

Violet & Jim DeMarco
Marlene & John Silver

Terry & Kyle Cummings
Mary & Len Peroney
Eva & Ross Myers

Joan & Keith Cook
Philip & Irene Basch
Edie & Eddy Armstrong
lan & Louise Brand

Ken & Sharon Brannock
Eric & Nancy Summers

If there is anyone whose birthday
or anniversary | have left out,
please accept my apology and,
please call the office at 755-5943
and let me know.

Lisa

L
Cassandrassa—

Just Cause it's so cute!

If you or anyone you
know needs prayer,
please call the head of
our prayer chain, Bar-
bara Cline at
322-1568, or if you are
interested in becoming a
part of the prayer chain.
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Prayers for the Gulf

The slow-motion tragedy of the gulf oil spiflyls bare our
collective failure as caretakers of God’s good tiosa While
unknown thousands of barrels of oil leak into tied and di-
verse ecosystem of the Gulf of Mexico, how are we&hris-
tians called to respond? While it is easy to expaeger and
cast blame at the companies who owned, operategrarid
ited from the deep sea exploration, we must al§eateon
our own complicity through our endless demand foeap
oil.

So much remains unknown: How long will theftmlv into
the gulf? How far will the oil slick spread? Howrmdaging
will the spill be to fragile wetlands and the floaad fauna in
the region? How will the spreading oil slick jeogiae the
future of thousands of watermen and those who départhe
Gulf for their livelihoods?

In the face of these uncertainties, we turthéoOne who is
certain — the One whose creative and recreatingepasv
stronger than any of our human folly. May we hdwaldall of
the Scriptures, humble ourselves and pray that @itidor-
give our sins and heal the land.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Creator God, author of life, source of all mean you
made a universe of infinite complexity and beautg &n-
trusted us humans with the care of a tiny jewdkdaEarth.

With the passing of time we came to believeweee own-
ers, not fellow creature dwellers, of this bourtiilanet and
its extravagant web of life. We have used God'satioe
without regard for the impact our rapacity had ba bther
creatures with whom we share our earthly home. \Afe h
acted with craven disregard for complex ecosystems
barely understand. Our self-deception has led uastume
we have the capacity to manage environments weoiXpl
sustain lifestyles that defy the intrinsic interdadence of all
life.

Now we face the consequences of our idolatrg.tidéught
we were gods; but our recklessness has brougho wmitt
knees, to ask for your mercy and forgiveness fercttaos we
have brought about. We pray for the oceans anthaltrea-
tures that dwell in it. We pray for the forests ghd abun-
dance of life they nurture. We pray for the very waie
breathe, now laden with the toxic gases we prodwm pray
for our children whose earthly home we have so hitgzk

Loving God, have mercy on us, grant us for-
giveness and the strength to make amends.

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

There are no sins so great that the mercy of @onot for-
give. Go with God’s grace to make amends. Embrédee |

styles that will help restore balance and harmooyour
Earthly home. Care for those whose environmentg Heen
destroyed by our actions and inactions. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

God, we come to you today with heavy and huthble
hearts. We ask that your healing, comforting anehgtthen-
ing presence be with all those affected by thislaifig trag-
edy:

For workers injured, missing and presumed dead the
explosion on the rig and for their families anefris,
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayers

For people working tirelessly to contain thdlsmd pro-
tect fragile ecosystems and communities from i&cton-
pacts,
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayers

For individuals and communities whose livelideaepend
upon the Gulf of Mexico,
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayers

For your good Creation — from the smallestexd srea-
tures to the birds of the air
— and all your magnificent handiwork at risk of espre
from our human errors,
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayers

For wisdom to understand our dependence onaYou
strength that we might walk humbly in the pathustice and
right-relationships with all Your Creation,
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayers

Prayer of Confession and Assurance of Forgiveneagtesy
of the Rev. Mari Castellanos, Justice & Witnessiiies,
United Church of Christ

Prayers of the People courtesy of John S. Hill ebior of
Economic & Environmental Justice, General Board of
Church & Society

Facts about the Gulf of Mexico

The Gulf of Mexico has 1631 miles of coastline and
over 16,000 miles of shoreline (including bays and
inland waterways)Source: Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA)

Nearly ¥ of all US coastal wetlands — over 5 millio
acres — are located along the g8léurce: EPA

The coastal plains of the western gulf are useddayly

(Continued on page 14)
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(Continued from page 9)
all of the migratory land bird species of the easte
US, as well as many western specfsurce: US
Geological Survey

From New Orleans seafood restaurants to Florida
vacation rentals, the gulf's annual tourist indyssr
estimated at over $100 billion. source: USA Today

The gulf is home to four of the top seven fishing
ports in the United States and seven of the top ten
seaportsSource: EPA

The gulf is home to an estimated 45,000 bottlenos¢
dolphins.Source: EPA

The gulf waters are home to 73% of the shrimp anc
59% of the oysters harvested in the United States
each year and a total of 1.3 billion pounds of sea-
food valued at over $650

Oil & Gas Exploration
in the Gulf of Mexico

Y, of US domestic natural gas and 1/8 of U.S. oil is
extracted from the gulSource: Minerals Manage-
ment Service (MMS)

The offshore oil and gas industry employs 55,000

Our Connection to Offshore Drilling

U.S. petroleum consumption:; 19.5 million barrelg/da
71% for transportatioSource: Energy Information Ad-
ministration (EIA)
Annual consumption of bottled water in the U.S.uiegs
the equivalent of between 32 and 54 million baroéls
oil. Source: Pacific Institute
100 billion single-use bags — using 12 million ledsrof
oil — are used each year in the US®urce: World watch
Institute

Additional Resources
for Reflection & Action

GBCS Resources (www.umc-gbcs.org)

Clean Water
www.umc-gbcs.org/cleanwater

God's Renewed Creation hopeandaction.org
NCC Resources (www.nccecojustice.org)
Further Information and Clean Up Efforts

NOAA http://deepwaterhorizon.noaa.gov/

EPA http://www.epa.gov/bpspill/

Gulf Restoration Network www.healthygulf.org

Clean Water Network http://www.cleanwaternetworg.or

workers in the gulfSource: EPA

In 2006, the offshore rigs extracted 470 million
barrels of oil.Source: EPA

Lease rates paid to MMS: up to $1million/day
Source: MMS

Maximum fine MMS can levy for violations:
$35,000Source: MMS

Dollars spent by BP on clean up: $17.5 million/
day.Source: Washington Post

BP profits (1st quarter 2010): $93 million/day and
market value: $156.2 billiorsource: Washington
Post (May 11, 2010)

Punitive damages for 1989 Exxon Valdez oil spill:
$1 billion (settled in 2009, reduced from original
$5 billion). Source: Washington Post

Exxon profits ($19.42 billion in 2009, $45.2 bilfio
in 2008).Source: Fortune

LOOKING FOR ABETTER
RETURN ON YOUR SAV-
INGS?

The Florida United Methodist Foundation providesanellent
opportunity for investment that supports the wofrklnurches
around the conference. Any individual can openmaestment
account through the Foundation. Current interestisa2.25%.
The Foundation is then able to provide loans taales for
building projects on more favorable terms than wdatrches
could attain through a commercial lender. So, aseastor, you
have the satisfaction of knowing that you are te@iming a
competitive rate of return and participating in thission of
growing churches. For more information, visit wwrff.org.

AND

The new home of the Florida Conference, FloridatéthMeth-

odist Foundation and Georgia Florida United Metkb&ederal
Credit Union will be 450 Martin Luther King, Jr. Anue, Lake-
land, Florida 33815-1522
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"So this is what they thought of!" | realized asstood

naum. That day, as | had learned about these spoL$ad

gained new insight into what sorts of images wobiéle

come to mind for the disciples as they first heddus say to
them:

"Do not let your hearts be troubled. TrustGod; trust
also in me. In my Father's house are many roohisyiere
not so, | would have told you. | am going thereptepare a
place for you. And if | go and prepare a placeyfou, | will
come back and take you to be with me that you alay be
where | am." John 14:1-3 NIV

When Jesus said that He was going to prepataca ffor
them in His Father's house, they would have thoadtihe
responsibility of a man to his betrothed. In Jeday, mar-
riage was basically a two step process. Thedteqt was the
betrothal, which was legally binding, ending it uegd a di-
vorce. For the next year, the bride continuedv® Wwith her
parents, and the groom went off to prepare a diarcker. In
the second step of the marriage process, the gneouid
return. He would take the bride to her new homeneha
lavish wedding celebration marked the beginningttedir
new life together.

For ordinary people like most of the discipledien the
bridegroom went off after the betrothal he justedid room
to his father's house. Here in Capernaum, | ceaklily see
what that might look like. The groom could builchew sin-
gle room house connecting to the common courtyérihe
house of his father. To the disciples it was uritabie that a
groom would fail to return for his bride or to prdg an ade-
guate home for her. Such an act would have broggtdt
shame and dishonor to the groom and to his eratiraly.

When Jesus spoke the words of John 14 toiogpbes, He
there and gazed at the ruins of the houses of €aperknew that in a few hours He would be arrested antti{

fied. He knew that disciples would become terdfie They
would desert and even deny knowing Him. That nigggu
was telling the disciples that even though He veawihg the
could trust that He would return and take themive Wwith Him
in heaven. His promise to them was as sacredyasoen to hi
bride.

But more than just making a promise to thewuabvhat H¢

was going to do, Jesus was also telling them wieay tveré

being asked to do. A bride remains behind in heemts homgq.

She must wait patiently. She must remain faitlentl trus
that bridegroom will return.

The words of Jesus in John 14:1-3 had al
been comforting and reassuring to me. Words tleatuld turr

o7

vays

to in difficult times. But when | stood in Capeuma that day,

He would do for me. Now | was reminded of whatdsacalle
to for Him. Like a marriage, my relationship witie Lord is
two-way street. Jesus has assured me that He retilirm

realized that | had always focused on what Jesmmnisinl

and provide a place for me in heaven. But, forpay, | anj
asked to trust in Jesus Christ, to remain faitlafiod wait pat

tiently. | pray that by the grace of God | will.

(Continued from page 4) (Freedom)

It is this truth that causes, deep in our sahis,uneasiness we emn moral obligation to restrain himself.
Ithe knowledge
that we have abandoned our ancient certaintiehéwe so far
found nothing to replace them. It is the premaonitihat unless
we learn to control ourselves this climate of ufteedom may

feel despite all our prosperity and power.

be replaced by a climate of repression. It isfdar that if we

do not learn to guard and preserve our own bestegalsome

form of tyranny will surely attempt to take thenorn us. This
is no idle fear. It took Babylon 1000 years, arahf® 500, to
decline and fall, but we have no such comfortabdegim. Time
and distance have diminished; the clock of histmhs faster.
So maybe on this Independence Day we shouldhinking

not so much about the freedom from tyranny thatangestors
won, as about the chaos that freedom can bringasetwho do

nut use it wisely. We should ponder the truthhef bld saying,

“A man’s worst difficulties begin when he is abtedo what he

likes.” We should face up to the fact that, in threportion to

which we dismiss our external restraints, eachhas a so

This can never be easy. But the time has conoalii nationg

life when we need to look straight at some of tlyey @areas ilT

our society—the divorce statistics, the crime stai$, the wea
ening of family ties, the swirling clouds of ractatred, the sq
explosion on our campuses, the grim persistenacoholismj
the death toll on our highways—and ask ourselveahat ex
tent these things stem from a distorted concepfredédon
which leaves men free to be selfish, free to l&me to be igng
ble, free to be weak.

If personal freedom of choice is our goal and ioleal as h

nation, then our first and fundamental choice mustnot tq
abuse that freedom. This is what independencéyreaans
self-discipline. And this we would do well to remember wi

we see the flag we love blazing against the skindependenge

Day.

en

Taken from: A Touch of Wonder by Arthur Gorfion
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Proud to be a part of the
SR-70 Cluster
United Methodist Churches!
BRUMC/CUMC/EUMC/OUMC

Oneco United Methodist Church
P.O. Box 908
Oneco, Fl 34264
Phone: (941) 755-5943
Fax: (941) 752-1623

Pastor
Rev. Robert Green

May through October only

November through April only

September through June only

and it all

GET TO KNOW GOD BETTER
Does God seem distant? Is He detached from yi

you. If so, then you've got things backwards.

God has given us His Word, His Son, and HigiSpi
That is more than we will ever need in order toarsthnd
God (and certainly more than we can absorb inetirtiie).
But the next step belongs to each of us.

July/August 2010 NewsletterThe Oneco Clarion’published bi-monthly
E-mail: omethodist@tampabay.rr.cowiebsite:onecoumc.com
Sunday School: 8:30 a.m. Sunday Worship Servig€Qla.m.

Sunday School: 9:45 a.m. Sunday Worship Servic8& & m. & 11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Evenings: Family life Dinner-6:00 p.Bible Hour/ PB&J-7:00 p.m.

GOD IS IN THE SMALL STUFF

Maybe that's because you are Waiting for God toedm Word and talklng to Him. Start with a few minutesch

Office Manager, Editor
Lisa Willis

Music Team
Diane Bradbury & Greg Rohr

Custodian
Lou Schubert

matters

better. You don’t have to learn ancient Hebrewnemo/
rize the names of the twelve disciples in alphabétbr-
der. All it takes is your time and attention—raafdHis

You don't have to cal t
dt

day, and grow from there.
schedule an appointment. He has already exterius
invitation, and He's waiting for you to respond.

... INTHE SMALL STUFF

It's up to us to read God’s Word, to |
lieve in His Son, and to follow the gui
ance of the Holy Spirit.

You see, God is a perfect gentlen
He never forces Himself on anyone.
anxiously desires a deep and meanin
personal relationship with you, but

Colossians

Then the way you live will always
honor the please the Lord...
All the while, you will learn to
know God better and better.

There is a direct relationship betwg¢en
the desire to know God and the struggle
that follows.

Never be ashamed of your faith.
Feeling good about God does

bring you closer to Him

1: 10 NIV not

won't force the issue. It must be volun-
tary on your part. So, if you want to get to kngad bet-

principle, He presented the relationship as artation:

Look! Here | stand at the door and knock.
If you hear me calling and open, | will
come in, and we will share a meal as
friends.

REVELATION 3: 20 NLT

God makes Himself available, but you must redpian
His invitation. Take Him at His Word. Go to HinOpen
the door of your heart to Him.

You don’t have to move to a monastery to knowd Ge

ter,youmust approachlim. When Jesus taught about thi -

God'’s anger lasts only for a momg
but His favor lasts a lifetime.
You are responsible for the depth of your spiritura
derstanding. God is responsible for the breadf of
your ministry.

Love God, not godliness.
Exposing yourself to God’s truth is risky, but it¢
risk worth taking.
Knowing God takes tremendous effort, but the reyard
is great.

You begin to seek God for who He is when you
seeking Him for what He can do for you.

Ask the Lord to teach you His ways.

Have a passion for God and compassion for people.

nt,

5top

Bruce Bickel & Stan Janfz




