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  Spring and Summer are upon us. Yes, we do have the changing of the sea-
sons here in Florida (bright green, green, dark green, and dull green). It truly 
has felt like spring this year as we have emerged from a colder than usual win-
ter. The bright green of spring has a renewing effect reminding me of the 
promise of God given to Noah. 
 

As long as the earth endures,  
seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, day and night  

                                               shall not cease.                             Genesis 8:22 
 

The green of summer becomes an open invitation to explore the beauty of 
God’s creation. The days are longer and the time seems to move more slowly. 
I hope that you will have time to share these wonderful days with family and 
friends. There are so many great lessons to be learned from observing God’s 
handiwork. The Apostle Paul writes: 
 

For what can be known about God is plain to them.  
Because God has shown it to them, 

Ever since the creation of the world, His Eternal power and Divine nature, 
invisible though they are, have been understood and seen through the things he 

has made.                      
Romans 1:19-20 

 

I pray that you will use this time as nature renews herself to renew yourself by 
taking time to read God’s Word, to share an adventure with a child or grand-
child opening up to them the wonderful works of God. Learn from their sense 
of wonder and discovery that all things are possible. The One who created it 
all is the One that gave all so that we could be transformed and renewed 
knowing the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. Romans 12:2 
                    
In His Grace, 

 
Ephesians 2: 8 ������������� ���
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At the March break-
fast of the United 
Methodist Men we 

had Ron Luke from Russo 
Prison Ministry as our speaker.  He had an 

excellent presentation on their operation.  In his explana-
tion,  he compared the recidivism rate of Russo ministry to 
that of the State Prison System.   The state rate is at 90% fail-
ure where Russo Ministry is at the opposite end of the scale at 
less than 50% failure.  This shows the need for Christian based 
programs and concerned Christian based men to become in-
volved is such programs.  We will have Ron back at a fall pro-
gram after an expanded promotion of Ron’s presentation. 
    In March the men’s fellowship sent a $500.00 check, in the 
church’s name, from the proceeds of the Valentine’s Day Din-
ner to South Eastern Guide Dogs Inc.  The idea is to make a 
second contribution  if we have continued support throughout 
the year. 
    We are tentatively planning another spaghetti/ice cream din-
ner on May 30th with proceeds being used to further the out-
reach work we have started in the community.  We need your 
support and ideas for projects.  If you have a pet project that is 
not being done, let one of our men officers know and it will be 
considered in the mix of projects.  Let’s make a difference in 
our corner of the world.  We can you know!  It’s up to us! 
    It is time to think about ourselves and recharge our spiritual 
batteries.  Here is an opportunity to do such.  It is the 10th An-
nual National Gathering in Nashville, TN at Belmont Univer-
sity — July 10th through the 12th.  Open to both male and fe-
male leaders or members in local church’s, there will be major 
speakers, musical events, great seminars, and leader training 
workshops.  If any men or women are interested in attending 
this spirit filled weekend, I have and will share information and 
registration forms  with you.  Current registration is $175.00, 
after June 1st it is $250.00.  If interested, call Keith cook at 
727-4295 and I will get this information to you.   
    While we are talking about events, the Florida Conference 
Men’s Retreat will be held at Leesburg Life Enrichment Center 
on October 9—11th with Roger Watts and John Riley; Oct 
16—18th with Denny Heiberg, Brad McCain and the Aloma 
UMC Praise Team and Oct 23—25th with Riley Short and Bill 
Owens.  Let’s get a large group of Men from Oneco at these 
weekends.  I have the information and registration forms.  The 
registration fee for the LEC is $144.00 per person and as low as 
$36.00 off campus, on meals. 
    Remember, we meet locally every 4th Sunday at 7 AM 
(Oct.– April), 7:30AM (May-Nov.) for breakfast and devoting 
a program each month.  Look for new faces at breakfast. 
    
Keith Cook, 
President UMM 

 May Friendship Day-May 1, 2009 at 
Roser Memorial Community Church; 
512 Pine Avenue, Anna Maria, Florida.  
Meeting at 10:00 a.m.—Luncheon. 
No meetings from June through Septem-
ber. 

Remember we have no 
meetings from June 
through September. 

Our spring tea and 
chocolate extravaganza 
was a huge success and 
we all enjoyed the 
goodies and fellowship 
and of course our hat 
parade.  The women 
who attended also 

brought food items for 
our pantry.  Many thanks 
to Dolly Pond and her 

committee for a job well done. 

The final United Methodist 
Women’s meeting for this sea-
son will be held at Stacey’s Buf-
fet on Thursday, May 14, 2009 
at 11:30 a.m.  Our devotions and 
program will be by Betty Ens, 
the Gulf Central District Com-
munications Coordinator.   
   All women, spouses and guests 
are invited  . 

 I want to thank our winter 
friends for volunteering to help 

with the mission projects while 
they were here enjoying our 

“warm” weather this past winter.  Our year-round volun-
teers appreciate the time off. 
   We have new military chaplains and have already started send-
ing them Bibles.  We also have an Air Force gentleman in Af-
ghanistan that has been very helpful in getting boxes to the Pat 
Tillman USO at Bagram Air Base and to the Forward Operating 
Bases. 
   We collected 379 bags of jelly beans and mailed them to Af-
ghanistan and to individuals and chaplains in Iraq.  We enclosed  
a card with 5 scriptures for them to read on one side and the jelly 
bean prayer on the other.  Thank you for all your help with this 
project. 
    The Lenten folders and boxes brought in $906.07 for the pur-
chase of more Bibles for the troops.  Thank you for your gener-
osity. 
    Rhonda Valentine deserves a big “thank you” for sorting, 
counting and labeling all the school supplies we have gathered so 
far.  The list she made for us will be a huge help this summer 
when we shop for the remaining items.  Donations are always 
appreciated. 
   Yard sale items are welcome year-round.  We sort and price 
two days a month during May and June. 
       We would like homemade cookies year-round.  Bring them 
to the office and Lisa will notify me.  We can also use foot pow-
der, baby or body wipes w/aloe, gum (any kind), fruit (in individ-
ual cups or small cans), twizzlers, jerky, and lifesavers 
(individually wrapped).  
 
Linda Green, 
Missions Coordinator 



I wish I could say I have a favorable report for our 
Evangelism Committee but I don't. 

In my last reports to the Congregation I had encouraged 
you to become a part of the Evangelism Team, if the 

LORD so leads you. Unfortunately we only have one other 
besides myself. 

   I need to be away for the most Glorious Season of all the 
EASTER SEASON but when I return around May 1st I will 
again seek the LORDS will and how HE would have me ap-
proach our Evangelism efforts. Pray for Audrey and myself 

while we are on the road for about four weeks, that the 
LORD will open many areas for us to give out our GIDEON 

Testaments. 
   In the meantime I would encourage you to invite someone 
to CHURCH, they may just be waiting for someone to ask. 
Let them too experience the BLESSINGS OF OUR LORD. 

 
IN HIS LOVE AND SERVICE 
Ed Miller Evangelism Chairman  

 
MARANATHA ( I COR. 16-22 K.J.V. ) 
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By:  Ann Onymous 
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If you or anyone you 
know needs prayer, 

please call the head of 
our prayer chain, Bar-

bara Cline at  
322-1568, or if you are 
interested in becoming 

a part of the prayer 
chain. 

Inventors 
 
Open your Bible to the book of Genesis.  Find the 
following scriptures and see if you can answer the 
questions: 
 
 

1. Genesis 4:2   What righteous man started the   
                             practice of herding sheep? 

 
2.       “        4:2    Who invented farming? 
 
3.     “      4:17    Who was the first man to build  
                               a city? 
 
4.        “      4:20    Who invented tents? 
 
5.      “      4:21    Who invented music-making,  
                               the harp and organ? 
 
6.      “      4:22    Who invented the art of work- 
                                ing with metal? 
 
7.  “    9: 20-21    Who was the first person to  
                               practice wine-making? 
 
8.     “     10: 8-9    What mighty man was the first   
                               hunter? 
 

Answers at the bottom of the page 

Answers to Did You Know 
1.Abel  2.  Cain  3.  Cain  4.  Jabel  5. Jubal 
6. Tubal-Cain  7. Noah  8. Nimrod 

� � ��
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   In the very near future, a list of names will be distributed, 
and redistributed over a course of time, to every church mem-
ber in attendance on Sunday morning and in the coming news-
letters. 
   This list will contain names of members that we have no 
contact information for and do not know there whereabouts. 
This list will  be submitted for removal by our charge confer-
ence for the very first time this year.  The list must be submit-
ted three consecutive years to the charge conference before re-
moval of any names from our roll can take place.  Once you 
receive this list, hold on to it!  At any point that you may know 
the whereabouts of anyone on this list, please promptly contact 
me with the information so they can be contacted and hope-
fully removed from this list before it goes to the charge confer-
ence for its third and final submission.  We would NOT want 
to remove someone when there is potential to bring them back 
into our church family. 
Thank you, Lisa  
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The Lenten Season has passed once again and our 
hearts are filled with joy that resurrection caps the 
message of the church. 
   Most of the folks who were here for the season have 
returned to the north and the city seems larger without 
them, (it does make it easier to get about).  The sum-
mer heat and rain (hopefully), are beginning and God 
makes the area beautiful with flowers and green yards. 
   We finished teaching a most rewarding class on 
“end-time prophecy” and had such a wonderful re-
sponse.  The class met on Tuesday mornings at 9:00 a.
m. and we had an average of twenty-one attending. It 
was wonderful, thanks to everyone! 
   We did lose some wonderful friends in the past cou-
ple of months.  Those who were desperately ill were 
relieved from their pain and suffering, others were 
promoted to leave suddenly.  We shall miss them at 
Oneco. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Pastor Roy and Nancy 

Howard Robbins Joined by church 
transfer on February 15th.  He resides at 
508 44th Ave. E.  Lot K4; Bradenton, 
FL  34203. PH: 756-5673. 

 

M/M Kenneth Brannock joined by 
church transfer on March 8th.  They reside at 4914 
3rd B. St. E.; Bradenton, FL  34203-Ph: 727-9058. 
 

Donald and Jean Dix joined by church transfer on 
March 17th.  They reside at 5707 45th St. E. #210; 
Bradenton, Fl 34203 Ph.755-7098 
 
John and Helen Martin transferred their member-
ship to Clover Hill United Methodist Church in Har-
risburg, VA. Their address is 490 Hickory Grove 
Cir.; Harrisburg, VA  22801. Ph: 540-433-3932 
 

Josehpine Byers & Jo Ann Driggers transferred 
their memberships to New Harmony United Method-
ist Church in Live Oak, Fl.  They now resides at 
21750 160th St.; Live Oak, FL  32060. Ph: 386-776-
2237. 
  
Doris Wipperman passed away on March 26, 2009.  
Service was held on March 28, 2009 at Oneco UMC. 

 
Beverly Helmer passed away on April 14, 2009. 
Services were held in Michigan. 

 
 

       I asked God for water,  
He gave me an ocean.  

I asked God for a flower,  
He gave me garden.  

I asked God for a friend,  
He gave me all of YOU...  
If God brings you to it,  

He will bring you through it.  
 

Happy moments, praise God.  
Difficult moments, seek God.  

Quiet moments,  
worship God.  

Painful moments, trust God.  
Every moment, thank God.  
 

 

Sponsored by:  
The Boy Scouts of America 
                   Troop 10 

��������	���������	���������	���������	�
 



The event will be at the Oneco UMC  

Fellowship Hall on May 2nd from 8-11 AM 
and the price will be as follows: 

 
Adults-$5.00 

Children 3-13 $3.00 
Children under 3-Free 
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   Thank you every-
one who remembered 
our recent 5th Sunday 
for Florida United 
Methodist Children’s 
Home on March 29th.  
Then, April 12th the 
Home celebrated 
Easter, when we, 
with them, heard how 
Christ’s Resurrection brings hope and new life to all of us.  
If also gave the Home another chance to show their kids 
how God loves and cares for them in practical ways. 
  Each child on campus got to buy a new Easter outfit, and 
for many of them, it was the first time they’ve ever had 
new clothes on Easter!  You should have heard how proud 
and grateful they were.  Then, they also had an extra big 
campus-wide Easter meal...(from President Mike Gallo-
way’s Easter card)  
   Our gratitude to the Home for making Easter a special 
time for the children living there. 
   An official Florida historic marker for the Children’s 
Home has been granted to commemorate 100 years of ser-
vice.  The marker will be displayed at the front entrance to 
the Children’s Home. 
   The NOMADS, National Outreach Ministry/Mission 
Active in Divine Service, are back at the Home to com-
plete a variety of projects around the campus and save the 
Children’s Home considerable staff-time and money.  NO-
MADS is a national outreach ministry affiliated with the 
General Board of Global Ministries of the United Method-
ist Church.  God bless those generous people! 
   From a resident… 

As I walk through fields of lilies,  
I look back on   my life,  

seeing so much wrong done. 
And even though the sun is shining brightly,  

I feel sad deep inside. 
Just dragging weights behind,  

day by day, not being forgiven,  
carrying pain. 

Then someone came bright and cheery,  
and was by my side,  

in time of pain. 
Now I look back, and see sad times  

you have brought me out of,  
for you are surely God. 

 

May 31st and August 30th are the 5th Sundays for giving 
to the Home this summer.  The children will still be there 
depending on our remembering their situation.   
May God be with you wherever you may be. 
 
Alice Yeager 
Local Church Repersentative 

What makes good 
mothers?  

It is a pertinent 
question whose an-
swer cannot be con-
tained within a few 

words. Mothers 
comprise of a bun-
dle of emotions that 

sometimes defy 
reason. So this goes out to all the mothers who have kept 
awake all night with their sick toddlers in their arms, con-

stantly uttering those compassionate words,  "It's OK 
honey, Mommy's here." 

For all the mothers who run carpools and make cookies 
and sew Halloween costumes.  
And all the mothers who don't. 

For those who show up at work with milk stains on their 
dress and diapers in their handbags. 

 For those mothers who cannot restrain tears from trickling 
down their cheeks when they hold their babies for the first 
time in their arms; and for the mothers who give birth to 

babies they'll never see. 
For the mothers who gave homes to babies and gifted 

them a family. 
 For the mothers who yell at their kids who clamour for ice 

cream before dinner. 
For the mothers who defy all odds just to watch her kid 

perform and repeat to themselves 
"That's my child!!" 

  For all the mothers who read "Goodnight, Moon" twice a 
night for a year, and then read it again.  

"Just one more time." 
  For the mothers who taught their children to tie the shoe-

laces even before they started going to school.  
    For the mothers who incontinently turn their heads 

when they hear the word "Mom", 
even though they know that their kids are nowhere around. 
   For the mothers who silently shed tears for their children 

who have gone astray. 
For all those mothers whose heart aches to watch her son 
or daughter disappear down the street, walking to school 

alone for the very first time. 
For all the mothers of the victims of all these school shoot-

ings, and the mothers of those who were involved in the 
shooting. 

    For the mothers of the Survivors, and the mothers who 
sat in front of their TVs in horror, clinging to their child 

who just arrived from school safely. 
 

    So, this is meant for all the young and aged mothers, 
working mothers and housewives, married mothers and 

the single mothers, those with money and without and for 
those without whom life would have been insufferable. 

Wishing you a very Happy Mother's Day!! 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS   2009 
 
5/1         Wally Ausborn 
5/1         Ethel Coleman 
5/1         Ed Miller 
5/2         Betty Phillips 
              Shaun Crouse 
              Rebecca Summers 
5/3         Arlene Arnold 
               Kevin Ryan 
5/4         Donald Bensen 
              Wayver Lee Boyd 
5/5         Ruth Dirk 
              Peter Tihy 
              Taylor Harrell 
5/6         Pat Lewis 
              Harold Dunlap 
              Dorothy Lehman 
              Robert Bettiker 
5/7         Shirley Richards 
              Glenda Kimmel 
              Sara Walker 
5/8         Edna Fosnight 
5/9         Melissa Clark 
5/11       Len Peroney 
              Jean Miller 
5/12       Tina Van De Roer 
              David Hauck 
5/14       Jim DeMarco 
5/18       Judy Vinci 
5/20       Mary Lou Nordstrom 
              Frank Gill 
5/21       Robert Pearson 
5/24       Jane Newkirk 
5/25       Winifred Stieneke 
              Nicki Klomparens 
5/26       Janet Neff                           
5/29       Karyl Gill 
              Constance Short 
5/30       Rosemary Behymer 

JUNE����BIRTHDAYS 2009 
 
6/1          Shelby Harrell 
6/2          Pamela Lebreche 
               John Woltjer 
6/3          Lori Cooper 
               Don LeGrange 
               Richard Dennison 
6/4          Herbert Gunthner 
6/6          Doris Swartz 
               Valerie Cummings 
               Jane Allen 
               Cassie Shafman  
               Joyce Bell      
6/7          Carly Faye Summers 
               Barbara Jones 
               Dolly Rogers 
6/8          Lois M. Brodeur 
6/9          Margaret Dhein 
6/10        Robert Little 
               Karen Seiler 
6/11        Edie Queen 
               Virginia Borror 
6/12        Jerry Edison 
               Justin Camp 
               Jim Thiel 
               William Johnson 
               Eleanor Rothman 
6/13        Paul Spuller 
6/14        Myrtle Pease 
               Lou Schubert 
               Barbara Ripley 
               Joyce Wingard 
6/15        Pat Boyer 
               Pauline Solomon 
               Susan Whitman 
               Goldie Delilah Boyd 
6/16        Alice Yeager 
6/19        Judy Voy 
               Charlotte Hunt 
6/21        Margaret Spangler 
6/23        Bobby Cranford 
               Margaret Harpham 
               Doris Shaffer 
               Margaret Susong 
6/25        Josephine Barrett 
               Donna Craig 
               Bill Pinkard 
6/26        Fred Bell 
6/27        Shirley Ennis 
6/28        Robert Lohbauer 
6/29        Sheri Harrell 
               Roberta Hackett 
               Jackie Nuckols 
6/30        Cherri Walrath 
               John Marscher      

MAY ANNIVERSARIES               
                             
5/2         Carrie & Wally Ausborn     
5/8         Wayver & Jim Boyd 
5/10       Lori & Daniel Foster 
              Lawrence & Phyllis Jacobson 
5/11       Bill & Dottie Wright 
5/13       Ralph & Luella Wile 
5/18       Sandra & Gene Albritton 
5/19       Jim & Carolyn Boyle 
5/22       Brenda & Larry Routh 
5/24       Ruth & Lloyd Wolfe 
5/25       Nadene & Stan Wish 
              Bunni & Craig Roberts 
5/31       Roy & Jackie Kruger 

JUNE ANNIVERSARIES 
 
6/1         Margaret & Jens Mortensen 
6/2         Sheryl & Bill Pinkard 
6/6         Janet & Robert Rice 
              Diane & John Bradbury 
6/7         Robert & Anne Pearson 
6/9         Diane & Don Bensen 
6/11       Kathy & Gordon Gingerich 
6/13       Ira & Jan Bashore 
6/14       Bobby & Diane Cranford 
              Twila & Bill Shirey 
              Ed & Audrey Miller 
6/16       Jean & Dick Miller 
              Eugene & Carol Hany 
6/17       Alyce & Henry Priebe 
              Mary & Grady Wilgus 
6/18       Ruth & Jerry Edison 
              Ruby & Steve Teeple 
              Ruthie & Ron Jones 
6/25       Evelyn & John Peek 
              Lois & Richard Stolp 
6/30       Louise & Mark Grosse 

� � � � � �� �	 �� � � � � �
    Oneco  

United  
Methodist  

Church  
 

Celebrates  
130  

years! 
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What Makes a Dad 
 

God took the strength of a mountain,  
The majesty of a tree, 

The warmth of a summer sun,  
The calm of a quiet sea, 

The generous soul of nature,  
The comforting arm of night, 

The wisdom of the ages,  
The power of the eagle's flight, 
The joy of a morning in spring,  

The faith of a mustard seed, 
The patience of eternity,  

The depth of a family need, 
Then God combined these qualities, 

When there was nothing more to add, 
He knew His masterpiece was complete, 

And so,  
He called it ... Dad 

~~Author Unknown.~~ 

Support those  who fight for us! 

Laughs from Lisa 

      The Purple Heart Packages 
*”The Purple Heart is awarded in the name of 
the President of the United States to any member 
of an Armed force who, while serving with the U.
S. Armed Services after 5 April 1917, has been 
wounded or killed, or who has died or may here-
after die after being wounded.  A wound for 
which the award is made must have required 
treatment by a medical officer.” 

*”Today the Purple Heart is perhaps, the most 
unique of all United States military 
awards.  Though low in the order of precedence 
on the Pyramid of Honor (it ranks below the 
Bronze star), it is one of the most widely recognized and respected 
medals.  It can not be earned by courage or by exceptional service 
or achievement.   The Purple Heart signifies one thing...
SACRIFICE.  Whenever you see the Purple Heart, know that it 
represents either a combat death or a combat wound.  It repre-
sents the blood that has been shed in defense of liberty.”   

When a wounded soldier, from any branch, is brought into the 
hospital, his clothing is cut off (if it wasn’t already done in the 
field) and treatment is started.  After they are stabilized, they are 
given paper gowns or pants to wear for the trip to Germany for 
further treatment.  Their other clothes, hygiene items, etc. are 
later boxed up and hopefully reconnected with them in the future. 

The nurses try to put together these packages with items other 
groups donate or that come into the USO and morale lockers.  
They asked if we could help the following items: 

Undershirts (S,M,L & XL), boxers (S,M &L), crew socks, small 
toothpaste & tooth brushes, deodorant and sweatpants (M,L, & 
XL) 

We are expecting a more detailed list from them and will have it 
posted.  If you care to make a monetary donation, please memo it 
“Purple Heart Package”. 

Please call or email Linda Green at 941-755-2289 or 
F1RACER43@aol.com for more details. 

Our military men and women deserve better than “paper” gowns 
and pants to wear while they are recovering. 

Linda Green                                                                                                             
Missions Coordinator 
 
 
 
* Taken from the internet: “History of the Purple H eart” 



                
Dear Linda Green and the 

Oneco United Methodist Church, 
 

   Thank you so much for the box of 
snacks for the Marines.  They really 

appreciate and think that it’s great 
that you are a supporter of “Red 

Patch  Nation”.  We are all doing well and 
having a great time, yet still counting down the days to se 
our families again. 
Take Care, 
2 Lt Christine Taranto 
 
 
 
Dear Linda Green / Oneco UMC, 
 
How delightful it was to get your box of goodies!  I put them 
out right away for our military personnel and everything 
went quickly.  We all thank you for your kindness and 
thoughtfulness to our troops.  Thanks Again! 
Anna Belzer 
Duty Manager USO, Afghanistan 
 
 
 
Dear Oneco UMC, 
 
  Thanks and appreciation.  It is during a time like this we 
realize how much our friends mean to us.  Your kind expres-
sions of sympathetic concern will always be appreciated. 
  Thanks Pastor Green and Pastor Lee for your visits to the 
hospital and Tidewell and being in prayer for Glen. 
Blessings,  
Donna Craig and Family 
 
 
 
Dear Members, 
 
We thank you for your generous donation of $500.00.  
Voices of all the men and women from the last 26 years join 
us in thanking you for their gift of a guide dog from South-
eastern Guide Dogs. 
   Each person has a different story to tell, but all are grateful 
for the important part you have played in changing their 
lives.  Whether it is the voice of a young college student now 
able to pursue the dream of higher education, or the voice of 
a grandparent taking their grandchild on a walk in the park, 
each voice wants to be heard. 
   Until there is a cure for all types of blindness, we will con-
tinue to provide guide dogs free of charge.  We thank you for 
your belief in our program and we welcome you to call and 
schedule a tour if ever you wish to visit. 
Sincerely, 
Titus Herman,  
Chief Executive Officer 
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Have you ever wondered why the 
main colors for  

“The Oneco Clarion” are Red and 
Gold? What does its name mean?  

What the trumpets symbolize? 
 

Red represents  
the blood of Jesus 

“In Him we have redemption through 
His blood, ...”   

Eph 1:7a 
“...and the blood of Jesus his Son 

cleanses us from all sin.”  
I John 1:7 

 

Gold represents  
the New Jerusalem 

 
“...while the city is pure Gold, clear as glass.”   

Rev. 21:18b 
“...and the street of the city is pure gold, transparent as glass.”   

Rev. 21:21b 
 

The trumpets represent  
the second coming of Christ 

 
“For the Lord himself, with a call and with the sound of God’s 

trumpet, will descend from heaven, …” 
1 Thes. 4:16 

 

The word clarion means:  
clear, sharp and ringing  

(i.e. a clarion call) 
“For the Lord himself, with a call, (a 

clarion call)… will descend from 
heaven…” 

1 Thes. 4:16 
 

Jesus “calls” us, clearly and sharply to 
come to him and be his disciples.  

Will you answer His call? 
 

Lisa Willis 
Admin. Assistant 

  

  

 
Dear Bob, 
 
   You and your Church have become so special to me.  You all do 
so many things to help us-like the bread ministry, and the wonderful 
meals you send over (especially spoiling me with the meat loaf!) 
and now with all of your help with our rummage sale!  Even Linda, 
as busy as she is, gave us some of her ‘salty service’! 
    I know I don’t thank you and your folks enough, but please know 
how grateful we are! 
   May God bless you as richly as you have blessed us, full measure, 
pressed down and running over! 
Yours in Christ, 
Jean Russo 
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Benefits of Conflict 
A common misconception regarding conflict is that 
conflict is always a bad thing and should be avoided at 
all costs.  Actually nothing could be further from the 
truth. 

One definition of conflict is that it is a difference of 
opinion or purpose that frustrates one’s goals or de-
sires.  That pretty much describes most meetings that I 
have been a part of during 20 years of ministry!  

Yet, out of those interactions, where sometimes we en-
countered strong differences in opinions, often came 
new insights to the situation.  There were things that 
each of us learned.  And the result was that the action 
taken, whether related to the design of a worship ex-
perience or the handling of an administrative matter, 
was stronger, clearer, and more effective. 

Conflict also offers the opportunity to deepen our rela-
tionships.  The reality is that most of us tend to live out 
our relationships, especially in congregational circles, 

at the surface level.  People don’t really get to know the 
longings of our hearts, our deeply held convictions, or our 
dreams until they come into conflict with theirs.  Those 
differences give us the opportunity to explore the things 
that make us tick and to deepen our appreciation for others 
and the ways God has wired them and used them in the 
Kingdom work. 

Finally, conflict gives us the opportunity to celebrate the 
diversity of cultures, traditions, races, and ages of those 
connected in the body of Christ.  As those differences bub-
ble to the surface, whether in worship or other dimensions 
of ministry, we have the opportunity to celebrate them and 
look for meaningful ways of acknowledging the value they 
bring to the community of faith. 

The issue is not the presence of conflict but how we re-
spond to that presence! 

Phil Maynard 
The Office of Congregational Transformation 
  

Posted by Phil Maynard in Biblical Conflict 

Larry Bauer,  
Recipient of the  
Cross and Flame  

Award 
 

    On Scout Sunday, Feb-
ruary 8, 2009,  Larry 
Bauer was presented with 
the Cross and Flame 
Award.  This award  iden-
tifies and gives recogni-
tion to adult leaders who 
have given exceptional 
service in the use and promotion of programs for young 
people and who have served children and youth through 
The United Methodist Church. 
     The recipient receives a certificate of merit, 5/8” 
clutch-back pin, ribbon and medal.  The Cross and 
Flame Award emblem carries the logo of The United 
Methodist Church.   
    Although the actual award had not arrived yet, a copy 
was made and presented to Mr. Bauer at the Sunday ser-
vice. 
  *“The United Methodist Church accepts the programs 
of Civic Youth-serving Agencies, i.e. Boy Scouts, as 
contributing to the church’s goals in its ministry with 
children and youth. 
     The Office of Civic Youth-Serving Agencies/
Scouting of the General Commission on United Method-

ist Men recognizes men and women who give unusual 
amounts of time and energy in dedicated service with chil-
dren and youth.” 
    Larry Bauer retired from General Motors and became a 
scout leader in 1981 at the request of his grandson, who 
was then a boy scout in Troop 240 in  Anderson, Indiana. 
    In his 28 years of service to the scouts, Larry has gone 
from canoeing in Canada to hiking in New Mexico.  He 
was the record keeper long before computers came along 
and in 1994 was made commissioner.  Larry moved to the 
Oneco, Florida area in 1996 where he became active with 
the Troop 10 scouts that meet at Oneco United Methodist 
Church each Tuesday evening.   
   Larry became an active member of Oneco United Meth-
odist Church in January of 2000 and at 88 years of age is 

still strongly active in the scouting ministry.   
    Once the actual award did arrive, Larry was recognized 
again and presented 
with the award in front 
of Troop 10 at their 
regular Tuesday night 
meeting. 
 

Lisa Willis 
Administrative Assistant/
Newsletter Editor  
Oneco UMC 
 
* Taken from “The Purpose of 
the Cross and Flame Award”, 
Office of Civic Youth Serving 
Agencies/Scouting, Nashville, 
TN. 

Left to right: Pat Nanney, Troop 
10 Scout Leader; Rev. Robert 
Green, Pastor Oneco UMC; Larry 
Bauer, award recipient; and Don 
Bensen, Scout Coordinator 

Larry with Pat Nanney, Pastor Robert 
Green, Don Bensen and the Troop 10 
scouts. 



 

12  The Oneco Clarion 

May/June 2009 Newsletter, “The Oneco Clarion” published bi-monthly 
E-mail: omethodist@tampabay.rr.com Website: onecoumc.com 
Sunday School: 8:30 a.m.  Sunday Worship Service: 10:00 a.m. 

May through October only 
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m. Sunday Worship Services: 8:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. 

November through April only 
Wednesday Evenings:  Family life Dinner-6:00 p.m.; Bible Hour/ PB&J-7:00 p.m. 

September through June only 

 
Oneco United Methodist Church 

P.O. Box 908 
Oneco, Fl  34264 

Phone: (941) 755-5943 
Fax: (941) 752-1623 

 
 
 
 

 
Rev. Robert Green, Pastor 

Rev. Roy Lee, Congregational Care  
       Minister 

Lisa Willis , Office Manager, Editor 
Diane Bradbury & Greg Rohr ,  

Music Team 
 Hal Yates, Youth Director 
Lou Schubert, Custodian 
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AGING WELL:  
Stir up some fun for elderly friends  

   By Missy Buchanan  
   Special Contributor   
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