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Of making many books there is no end . . . 
                                                                                                       Ecclesiastes 12:12 
 
 
In a beautiful ballad Gladys Knight and the Pips sing out; If anyone should ever write my 
life’s story, for whatever reason there might be. You’d be there between each line of pain 
and glory, for you’re the best thing that ever happened to me. This, of course was written to 
describe her feelings to the one who loved and supported her. However, when we fully re-
alize what God in Christ has done for us we find this to be the perfect description of our 
relationship with God. 
 
I have often thought about writing my life story. I can remember, even as a child, wanting 
to write a book about my life. I remember thinking how easy it would be write about my 
life, confident that everyone would want to read it because my life was so exciting. I was 
only six years old at the time and have no idea where those thoughts came from. 
 
One of my favorite verses in Scripture is found in First Corinthians Chapter Thirteen; When 
I was a child I spoke like a child. I thought like a child. I reasoned like a child; when I be-
came an adult I put an end to childish ways. v.11. The problem I have encountered over the 
years is being able to put and end to childish things. There is a lot of truth in the old adage: 
“The only difference between men and boys is the price of their toys.” 
 
Jesus invites us to become childlike not childish. The life story of the Christian is living out 
that childlike trust in Jesus everyday. Every one of us has an exciting life story that needs to 
be told. Very few of us will ever have a book published about our life, but the story must be 
told. In my visits with many of you, you have related to me some of your stories, and many 
times I have responded, “ You need to write a book”. I hope you do. As we enter into the 
summer season you may find that you have the time to write. I know if you do you will find 
that, in between each line of pain and glory, will be found the best thing that ever happened 
to you.     
 
The Psalmist declares: For you, O Lord, are my hope, my trust, O Lord, from my youth. 
Psalm 71:5. 
 
 
In His Grace 
 

Ephesians 2: 8 

��������	
����	�
��



2  The Oneco Clarion 

   I would like to take 
this opportunity to thank 
the congregation members 

that supported the UMM at the wild game dinner.  We 
had a very successful event with close to 110 in atten-
dance.  A well attended dog training demo prior and three 
well informed speakers plus an excellent meal of fish, 
pork sliders and venison that was of very generous serv-
ings.  Shortly we will be looking to improve for next year 
making it better yet.  Thanks again for your support. 
   Our next event that is in the preliminary planning 
stages is a Golf outing for you golfers and duffers that 
want to have a very enjoyable fellowship opportunity.  A 
date has yet to be finalized but we are thinking mid-
summer and possible opening it to more that just church 
members.  Specifics and ideas are being handled by Jim 
Prokosch and John Bradbury.  Another item we will need 
to decide on is the monthly fellowship dinners during 
June, July and August.  Also support of our own Men’s 
events such as Russo Ministry, School Supplies and out-
reach and the many others that come along.  As well as 
quiet evangelism.  Please take the opportunity to enjoy a 
good breakfast and fellowship with us every 4th Sunday 
at 7:30 a.m.  We had 26 at our last breakfast.  Let’s see if 
we can make it grow. 
 
Keith Cook, President,  
Oneco United Methodist Men 

MISSION REPORT 
 

The next project we will be working on is School 
Supplies for the elementary schools near the church.  

The teachers fill out questionnaires about the basic needs 
for their grade level and class.  We try to fill as many re-
quests as possible.  We also give supplies to the guidance 
counselors at each school.  We start purchasing items as we 
see them go on sale. 
Pencils, 24 ct. crayons, markers, computer paper, wide 
ruled notebook paper, fiskars scissors, sm. bottles of glue or 
glue sticks, pocket & prong portfolios, composition books 
and theme books are always needed.  Flash cards for addi-
tion, subtraction, division and multiplication are in great 
demand.  If you can help with this very important mission it 
will be greatly appreciated.  Memo checks School Supplies.  
Any questions, please call Linda Green at 755-2289. 
 
Linda Green, 
Missions Coordinator 

  
The United Methodist Women will 
have their annual spring luncheon at 

Stacey’s Buffet on Thursday, May 13th at 
11:30 a.m.  The program will be given by Rita 

Carvin and this will be the last meeting until Octo-
ber of 2010. 
 

Thank you for your generous donations and help for the 
overwhelming needs in Haiti. The response from United 
Methodists has been amazing. As of February 19th: 
  

·   More than $12 million has been given to UM   
         COR for relief and recovery work in Haiti; 
·   Hundreds of thousands of health kits have been   
         delivered to Sager Brown (the UMCOR Depot in       
         Louisiana) for in    
         spection and delivery to Haiti; 
·  Thousands more in the Florida Conference await  
        delivery to Sager Brown; 
·  $79,340 has been received for the Methodist 

Church in Haiti through the Florida Conference 
Advance Special  

        #100190. 

 In addition, many churches are collecting goods and supplies for 
shipment to Haiti when transportation and distribution channels 
are open and clearly defined. The Haiti-Florida Covenant and the 
Haitian Committee on Ministry are charged with coordinating 
this effort for the conference. 
  
Thank you for being a part of God’s provision for the Haitian 
people! 
  
UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on Relief) continues 
preparation for the extensive period of recovery in Haiti. After 
completing an initial assessment of damages and needs, UM-
COR has compiled a five-year work plan and bolstered strategic 
partnerships with the United Nations, NGOs and the Methodist 
Church in Haiti.  
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The following individuals have 
been added to the membership roll: 
 
By Church Transfer— Daniel & 

Janice Brunner, Gilbert & Beverly 
McCall 

 
The following individuals have been removed from 
the membership roll: 
 
By death– Claude Burton, Norma Duncan 
 
By Church Transfer– Alice Yarborough, Cheryl Gaynor, 
Bill Dooley, Vern & Sally Petschell 

All monthly meetings will meet as regularly sched-
uled through the month of May and other than staff 
meeting, will not meet again until September.  Trus-
tees will be on an as needed basis. 
 
 
 
May 6-National Day of Prayer (Heritage Park in   
                                                    Palmetto) 
 
May 9– Mother’s Day 
 
May 13– UMW luncheon at Stacey’s 
 
May 16– Rev. Stephen Hartsfield speaks 
 
May 23– Day of Pentecost / Men’s Breakfast 
 
May 30-5th Sunday Children’s Home Offering 
 
May 31-Memorial Day / Office Closed 
 
June 5-Church Work Day 
 
June 10-12 Annual Conference in Lakeland 
 
June 17—Last Choir practice for the summer 
 
June 20-Father’s Day 
 
June 27– Men’s Breakfast 

��������	
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Before you finish reading this article, someone will die without 
Jesus as their Lord and Savior. 
I am not talking about those of a different faith or religion but 
those who profess basic Christianity. 
Those who think they are going to Heaven because they are 
good, or went to Church at one time but have fallen from the 
Faith, and have never accepted Jesus as their Lord and Master. 
That is why it is so important that we continue our efforts here 
at Oneco U.M. Church in our Evangelism  ministry. 
As the summer approaches and our attendance begins to fall 
because our Northern visitors have gone home we need to begin 
to invite some of the people we come in contact with on a daily 
basis and ask them to come back to Church, if they were once a 
part of a Congregation or invite them to experience God"s love 
that is offered to all who will accept it. 
You never know what their answer will be for they could be 
hurting and just need that extra little nudge you and I can offer 
them. 
Ask the Lord to open your hearts and minds as to who you 
would invite and let them come and hear the Gospel mes-
sage  that our Pastor so gently offers in his gifted ways the Lord 
has blessed him with. 
I am going to do my best to invite someone also and try to prac-
tice what I preach. 
  
In His Everlasting Love, 
  
Ed Miller,  Evangelism Chairman 

SUMMER  
SCHEDULE 

Someone to give out food 
bags on Tues. & Thur. 
from 9 to noon in the of-
fice.  Call Lisa at 755-5943 
if interested. 

� �� �� �� ��� �� �� �� ��� �� �� �� ��� �� �� �� �� ����
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If you or anyone you 
know needs prayer, 

please call the head of 
our prayer chain, Bar-

bara Cline at  
322-1568, or if you are 
interested in becoming a 
part of the prayer chain. 

May 30, 2010 is the 
next fifth Sunday for 
giving to the Florida 
United Methodist Chil-
dren’s Home. Our last  
one was January 31st!  
That’s quite a spread to 
May 30!  Our thanks to 
all of you who are able 

to help the children’s home on those Sundays.  Despite our 
prayers and hopes that all of the children have a great 
Christmas, there are always some going through a hard 
time, missing their families like this child: 
   

 “I’m sitting at my desk two hours after receiving my 
wonderful gifts.  I’ve been in the Home a little over 
nine months.  I just wanted to write you a note to thank 
you for helping to make my Christmas a bit more enjoy-
able.  You see, sir, I did not have a wonderful Christ-
mas.  My family and I have been going through many 
months of pain.  No matter how hard we seem to work 
we don’t seem to be getting very far. Due to these cir-
cumstances I was unable to join my family for Christ-
mas.  This was extremely hard for me to deal with-being 
away from my family at Christmas.  But the Home 
stepped in during this difficult time and gave me 
strength.  I spent the time with a staff member and had 
a good time.  Thank you so much?” 

 

How painful for a child to be separated from his or her 
family at such a special time!  But the Home came 
through!  God bless that staff member! 

Now we’ve also celebrated Easter!  In his message 
President Galloway said Easter is considered by many to 
be the most important Christian holiday of all...so at the 
Children’s Home they have a big Easter service remem-
bering Christ’s death and celebrating His resurrection.  In 
an Easter card President Galloway mentioned the holiday 
also gives the Home another opportunity to show God’s 
love in a very practical way by letting each child on cam-
pus buy a new Easter outfit.  For most of them, it is the 
first time they’ve ever had new clothes for Easter.  And yo 
should see how proud they are!  Then they have a campus-
wide Easter meal or everyone.  The care also included a 
space for a short message which they were going to post in 
the chapel for their Easter Sunday Service. 

I hope the you will  think briefly of the children at the 
home, many of whom are without families and remember 
to pray for them and remember them on our fifth Sunday 
Offerings.  Because of the national economic downturn, 
giving from local churches is down 21.6%.  It is because 
of these offerings that hundreds of children are finding  a 
new life in Christ.  Let’s not let them down. 
 
Alice Yeager, 
Local Representative to the FUMCH 

  

Growing season is here so if you need 
some ideas of what to plant in you gar-

den this year, here are a few suggestions: 
 

First, plant five rows of peas: 
Preparedness, Promptness, Perseverance, 

Politeness and Prayer. 
Next to them, plant three rows of squash: 

Squash Gossip, Squash Criticism and Squash Indiffer-
ence. 

Then five rows of lettuce: 
Let Us Be Faithful, Let Us Be Unselfish, Let Us Be 

Loyal, Let Us Be Truthful, Let Us Love One Another. 
And no garden is complete without turnips: 

Turn Up for Church, 
Turn Up With a Smile, Turn Up With Determination. 

 
Author Unknown 

For the next few months the calendar is open so if you 
have something you’d like to plan, feel free to talk with 
pastor Bob or the Trustees and we can get it on the cal-
endar. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30      
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Part III-HANDY LITTLE CHART - GOD HAS A POSITIVE ANWER: 
             YOU SAY                                            GOD SAYS                                                         SCRIPTURE READING 

You say:  'I can't forgive my self'   God says:  I Forgive you                                             (I John 1:9 & Romans 8:1)    

You say:  'I can't manage'             God says:  I will supply all your needs                         (Phil ippians 4:19)    

You say:  'I'm afraid'                       God says:  I have not given you a spirit of fear        (II Timothy 1:7)    

You say:  'I'm always worried and frustrated'   God says:  Cast all your cares on ME           (I Peter 5:7)    

It’s Matthew Troyer, Traci’s son, I just received your 
package today and I wanted to thank you so much for 
sending all the Jelly Beans! Feels great to have some 
spirit of Easter out here in the desert! I spread them 
out between the troops and they loved it! Even my 
CO, and Sgt. Maj got a bag so really we ALL say 
thank you! We were all reading the little prayer that 
goes with it and enjoying eating them during out eve-
ning brief! I’m not really sure what else we really need 
or want but I’ll definitely shoot you an email if we can 
think of some stuff. Thank you again so much it means 
a lot to have support from you Marine Moms back 
home. Means a lot you all help support my mom while 
I put her through this life of being a Marine ,ha ha, But 
you know all too well with more experience how that 
is! I hope your son is doing well wherever he may be. 

 Thanks Again, 

 Lance Cpl Matthew P. Troyer 
Combat Photographer/ComCam 
Admin Chief 
Regimental Combat Team 2 

   Camp Delaram II, Afghanistan 
 
 
I would like to tell everyone thanks for 
the packages you wnt.  I appreciate all 
the time and money you all sacrificed to 
send them.  I shared all the jelly beans 
and everyone enjoyed it, They also wanted me to send 
their regards and thanks to you all.  We all appreciate you 
keeping us in your prayers.  I especially like the Bible, it is 
very nice.  I’m pushed pretty far forward and it takes a 
long time to get mail, sorry if it’s taken a long time to re-
spond.   
 
Thanks and take care, 
SSG Holler 
 
 
Pastor Bob and Congregation, 
 
I am leaving Florida for good, going back to Virginia.  My 
husband and I loved this church.  We have been going to 
Oneco UMC for about six years in winter.  I lost my dear 
husband Sept. 21, 2009.  I came down this year alone 
and sold my place.  God bless this church and all it does.  

I hope to hear how you are doing.  God bless. 
Carolyn Gleason 
10776 Smith’s Neck Rd., Carrollton, Va  23314 
 
 
 
Dear Friends in Mission, 
 
   On January 12 a massive earthquake devastated 
Haiti, taking thousands of lives and leaving more than a 
million in need of water, food, shelter and medical care.  
Within hours, United Methodist Committee on Relief 
(UMCOR) friends like you responded with prayers and 
gifts. 
   Thank you for your gift of $1,395.00 through The Ad-
vance, the designated giving channel of The Untied 

Methodist Church.  Because of your 
support, UMCOR is able to address 
not only immediate needs, but also the 
long-term recovery of the people of 
Haiti, whose lives have been shat-
tered.  Your contribution is helping 
UMCOR to be in Haiti for as long as it 
takes to understand the people’s 
needs,  and work to create a sustain-
able integrated infrastructure and ad-
dress the psychological impact of a 
traumatized nation. 
   Thank you for being there...for being 
hope… in Haiti… 
 

Grace and Peace, 
 
Roland Fernandes 
General Treasurer 
United Methodist Committee on Relief 
General Board of Global Ministries 

   Pray for the people of Haiti and China as 
they work to recover from these devastating  
disasters.  People have lost much, and many 
have lost loved ones.  Pray for the comfort-
ing Spirit of our Lord to rest upon them in 
their greatest time of need.   
   Pray for our soldiers as some risk their 
lives and others give their lives to keep us 
safe and free.   



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2  
SS/8:30 AM 
Worship 10AM 

3 
7PM 

4  Staff: 9AM 
 
 
 
 
Prayer Group 
Scouts 

5 
 
6 pm 
 
Bible 
Hour 7 pm 

6   National    
     Day of   
     Prayer 
 
Choir 
 6:30 
 pm 

7 
May 
Friendship  
Day 

8 
 
 
 
Share Reg. 
9-10 a.m. 

9 
 
 
 
 
Mother’s Day 

10 11 
 
7 PM 
 
Prayer Group 
11:30 am 
Scouts 7 pm 

12 
 
6 pm 
 
Bible 
Hour 7 pm 

13 
UMW 
@Stacey’s 
 
 
Choir 

14 15 

16 
Rev. Stephen 
Hartsfield 
from the 
FLUMCH as 
speaker 

17 
 
 
 
 
7PM 

18 
 
Prayer Group 
11:30 am 
Scouts 7 pm 

19 
 
6 pm 
 
Bible 
Hour 7 pm 

20 
Choir 6:30 pm 

21 22 
Share Dist. 
9-10 a.m. 

23        7:30 AM 
 
 
 
 
Offering for  
Annual  
Conference 

24 
Aldersgate 
Day 

25 
 
Prayer Group 
11:30 am 
Scouts 7 pm 

26 
 
6 pm 
 
Bible 
Hour 7 pm 

27 
Choir 6:30 pm 

28 29 

30 
5th Sunday 
Children’s 
Home Offer-
ing 

31 
 
 
 
Office Closed 

     



 

����������������� ���
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 
 
 
Staff 9 a.m. 
Prayer Group 
11:30 am 
Scouts 7 pm 

2 3 
Choir 6:30 
pm 

4 5 

6 7 8 
Prayer Group 
11:30 am 
Scouts 7 pm 

9 10 
Choir 6:30 
pm 

11 12 
Share Reg. 
9-10 a.m. 

13 
 

14 15 
Prayer Group 
11:30 am 
Scouts 7 pm 

16 17 
Choir 6:30 
pm 

18 19 

20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Father’s Day 

21 22 
Prayer Group 
11:30 am 
Scouts 7 pm 

23 24 
No Choir till 
August 

25 26 
Share Dist. 
9-10 a.m. 

27 
 
7:30 a.m. 

28 29 
Prayer Group 
11:30 am 
Scouts 7 pm 

30    

�����

     Tentatively the monthly meet- 
         ings and the Family Life Din  

 ners will be suspended for the    
 summer months beginning in   

          June.  The Trustees will meet   
            on an as needed basis and the   

                               Staff meetings will continue    
                               as usual. 

FYI  

Annual Conference in Lakeland 
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JUNE����BIRTHDAYS 2010 
 
6/1         Shelby Harrell 
6/2         Pamela Lebreche 
              John Woltjer 
6/3         Don LeGrange 
6/4         Herbert Gunthner 
6/6         Doris Swartz 
              Jane Allen 
              Joyce Bell      
6/7         Barbara Jones 
              Dolly Rogers (Deutschman) 
              Helen Griffith 
6/9         Margaret Dhein 
6/10       Karen Seiler 
6/11       Edie Queen 
6/12       Jerry Edison 
              Jim Thiel 
              Eleanor Rothman 
6/14       Myrtle Pease 
              Lou Schubert 
              Barbara Ripley 
              Joyce Wingard 
6/15       Beverly McCall 
              Goldie Delilah Boyd 
6/16       Alice Yeager 
6/19       Judy Voy 
6/20       Jack Musser 
6/21       Margaret Spangler 
              Bruce Haygood 
6/23       Bobby Cranford 
6/25       Josephine Barrett 
              Donna Craig 
              Bill Pinkard 
6/26       Fred Bell 
6/27       Shirley Ennis 
6/28       Robert Lohbauer 
6/30     John Marscher 

MAY ANNIVERSARIES  2010                   
                
5/01        Eric & Dolly Rogers (Deutschman) 
5/02        Jack & Donna Musser 
5/10        Lawrence & Phyllis Jacobson 
5/11        Bill & Dottie Wright 
5/13        Ralph & Luella Wile 
5/18        Sandra & Gene Albritton 
5/19        Jim & Carolyn Boyle 
5/21        Gilbert & Beverly McCall 
5/22        Brenda & Larry Routh 
5/24        David &n Kathy Boyd 
5/25        Nadene & Stan Wish 
5/28        Joe & Kristi Green 
5/31        Roy & Jackie Kruger 

              JUNE  ANNIVERSARIES  2010 
 
6/1         Margaret & Jens Mortensen 
6/2         Sheryl & Bill Pinkard 
6/6         Diane & John Bradbury 
6/9         Diane & Don Bensen 
6/11       Kathy & Gordon Gingerich 
6/13       Ira & Jan Bashore 
6/14       Bobby & Diane Cranford 
6/14       Ed & Audrey Miller 
6/16       Dick & Jean Miller 
6/17       Hank & Alyce Priebe 

If there is anyone whose birthday 
or anniversary I have left out, 
please accept my apology and, 
please call the office at 755-5943 
and let me know. 
Lisa 

 ����
���������������	����
���������������	����
���������������	����
���������������	 ����

MAY BIRTHDAYS   2010 
 
5/01       Ethel Coleman 
              Ed Miller 
5/02       Betty Phillips 
5/03       Arlene Arnold 
5/04       Donald Bensen 
              Wayver Lee Boyd 
5/05       Ruth Dirk 
              Rita Carvin 
              Peter Tihy 
              Taylor Harrell 
5/06     Pat Lewis 
              Harold Dunlap 
              Dorothy Lehman 
5/07       Shirley Richards 
5/08       Edna Fosnight 
5/09       Melissa Clark 
5/10       Kathleen McComsey 
5/11       Leonaed Peroney 
              Jean Miller 
5/12       Tina Van De Roer 
5/14       Jim DeMarco 
5/18       Judy Vinci 
              Dan Norman 
5/20       Mary Lou Nordstrom 
              Frank Gill 
5/21       Robert Pearson 
5/24       John Arnett 
5/25       Winifred Stieneke 
5/29       Karyla Gill 
              Constance Short 
5/30       Rosemary Behymer 

Elizabeth Hill:  Sunshine Meadows R. 44                M/M James Prokosch:  14014 1st Ave. E. 
                           1809 18th St.                                                                            Bradenton, FL  34212 
                           Sarasota, Fl  34234     953-9097 
 
M/M James Baker:  2015 32nd Ave. W.  Unit 427    Eleanor Rothman:   4504 Lakewood Ave. 
                                    Bradenton, Fl  34205                                                    Bradenton,  FL  34208   
                                                                                                                                              750-8820 
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��� For 225 years, or for as long as the United States has of-
ficially been the United States, Methodism has been part 
of the American religious scene.  Organized in America at 
almost the same time the United States was birthed, 
Methodism has been a major force in helping to fashion 
the religious, social and political life of the new na-
tion.  Methodist revivalism, with the altar call, the empha-
sis on the New Birth, and the gospel hymn, defined the 
American meaning of the word evangelical.  Methodism's 
individualism and creative entrepreneurship, as pointed 
out by Nathan Hatch in the Democratization of American 
Christianity, helped to fashion the American understand-
ing of democracy.   
  
    Methodism's unique combining of the doctrines of 
original sin and free grace (not free will) broke down so-
cial and class and race divisions.  Sin affected all persons, 
but free grace was available to all without distinction, to 
rich or poor, male or female, black or white.   Early Meth-
odist campmeetings were among the first public gather-
ings in which blacks and whites met on more or less equal 
terms.  Consequently, by 1820 Methodism could claim 
38,509 persons of color as members, or 20% of the to-
tal.  This took place without benefit of conference resolu-
tions, or monitoring agencies.  By 1850 it could be said 
that America was one of the most Christianized of all the 
nations of the world, and one-third of all its church mem-
bers were some form of Methodist. 
  
    There is much to celebrate about Methodism.  The over-
whelming response to the tragedy in Haiti, for example, is 
showing a better side of Methodism.  But there is unease 
on the ship called Methodism.  The once-mighty move-
ment is in danger of becoming, even as Wesley warned, a 
dead sect.  The membership decline is approaching some-
thing like 45 straight years.  Someone has compared The 
United Methodist Church with General Motors.  Mistakes 
in the past and a corporate culture incapable of learning 
from those mistakes have led to a loss of market share and 
a decline that probably cannot be reversed.  The malaise, 
at least for Methodism, has been a long-time coming.  The 
225th anniversary is a proper time not only to celebrate the 
past, but to recall some past mistakes that we might learn 
from them.   
  
   Two areas are worth mentioning.   
  
    1.  Compromising of doctrine.  While revivalism was 

responsible for most of Methodism's early growth, the re-
vivalists eventually compromised the Methodist cause by 
stressing experience at the expense of doctrine.  But it was 
theological modernism that cut the heart out 
of Methodism.  Borden Parker Bowne is a hero to liberal 
establishment Methodism.  A professor at Boston from 
1876-1910, Bowne became Methodism's best-known theo-
logian (actually he was a philosopher more than a theolo-
gian) during the period when theological modernism was 
being introduced in Methodism.  Bowne was a heretic who 
denied almost every essential doctrine of Methodism.  It is 
telling that his sharpest barbs were directed not toward 
secularists and unbelievers but toward the church, which 
he considered ignorant and superstitutious.  After he was 
acquitted of heresy charges in 1904, it became impossible 
for any Methodist to be convicted of heresy, except for 
persons who believed there was such a thing as heresy.  As 
a consequence Methodism became known as a church that 
believed nothing or anything.  No church has ever been 
considered significant or relevant that has had no core of 
beliefs, and that is the situation among United Methodism 
today.  The move among present corporate Methodists to 
emphasize "inclusiveness"  (there are no standards of prac-
tice or belief that would bar any person from church mem-
bership) is a modern application that perpetuates a past 
mistake.   A major purpose of The Confessing Movement 
is to advocate for the recovery of historic Wesleyan doc-
trine in United Methodism. 
  
    2. The professionalizing of the church and the loss of 
the poor.  Methodism originally (both in England and in 
America) attracted the poor and the outcasts of society.  It 
was truly a movement of the underclass.  But the poor 
people, when they were converted and responsible, soon 
find themselves moving up in the world.  Humble meeting 
houses soon became brick churches with steeples.  Church 
colleges, and then seminaries, sprang up all across the 
countryside.  
  
     With increasing respectability came an increasing pro-
fessionalizing of the church.  Methodism developed its 
own mediating elite.  It has been said that by 1850 1 out of 
every 10 Americans was enrolled in a Methodist Sunday 
school.  Sunday school attendance outstripped worship at-
tendance.  But educational professionals were critical of 
the often simplistic faith and teaching of the lay-led Sun-
day school, and so they basically took over the whole edu-
cational enterprise.  When E. B. Chappell became editor of 
the M.E. South Sunday school materials in 1911 he 
worked with one assistant.  In the next 8 years he would 
add 22 professional educators to his staff.  By the 1950s 
and 60s Methodist Sunday schools were forbidden by dis-
ciplinary law to use any kind of curriculum, song books, 

(Continued on page 10) 
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(Continued from page 9) 
and even audio-visual resources except those pre-
pared by or authorized by the corporate educational 
professionals (almost exclusively biased against 
evangelical theology).   The resulting stifling of 
creativity and ownership by laity, as much as any-
thing else, has led to the disastrous disintegration of 
United Methodist Sunday schools.      
  
     The same move toward respectability and profes-
sionalism contributed also to the loss of the 
poor.  Methodism abandoned its roots.  In England 
William Booth started the Salvation Army when his 
efforts to work with the poor were rebuffed by the 
Methodist establishment.  In America Phineaus Bre-
see started the Church of the Nazarene when his ef-
forts to work with the poor were rebuffed by the 
Methodist establishment.  The repudiation of holi-
ness teaching and the holiness movement by the 
Methodist establishment (in both the north and south 
church) in the late 19th century led to the loss of 
Methodist presence in many rural areas and in the 
inner city.  The piling on of educational standards for 
clergy (few seminary graduates want, or are able, to 
serve in impoverished areas) further led to Metho-
dism's alienation from the poor in its midst. 
  
   What is ironic about this is that Methodism's grow-
ing social action awareness was taking place at the 
same time the church was cutting itself off from the 
very people it claimed to want to help.  The Method-
ist Federation for Social Action advocated economic 
socialism and the redistribution of wealth suppos-
edly to help out the poor.  Methodism's Social Creed 
advocated for the poor.  Even today mission out-
reach and agency grants are related to the needs of 
the poor.    But modern-day corporate-driven Metho-
dism's record among the poor is an embarrass-
ment.  The symbol of modern United Methodism is 
the church agency passing resolutions  
 
*There is actually a Part III and it will be the next 
issue of “The Clarion” 

The Cluster Churches are 
planning a trip to the 
Holy Land and want to in-
vite you to come. 
 
The trip will be hosted by 
the Sr-70 Cluster Pastors 
and is for 10 days, 
(November 9, 2010 thru 
November 
18, 2010).  
 
The cost will be $2,198 plus an additional $298 for 
departure from Tampa International Airport to JFK 
airport; a total of $2,496 plus taxes and gratuities. 
You are responsible for your own spending money 
while on the trip. 
 
If you are a snowbird who will be up north at the 
time, you can leave from New York for just the 
$2,198 price plus taxes and gratuities and what-
ever it costs you to get to JFK airport. 
 
You may register online at www.eo.travelwithus. 
com or call the church office at 755-5943 to regis-
ter. 
 
Either way you must call the office to obtain a 
host number before registering. 
 
The Journey includes: 
*Roundtrip Airfare 
*Deluxe Motorcoaches 
*Guided Sightseeing 
*Entrance Fees to Sites Visited 
*1st Class Hotels & Superior 1st Class Hotels 
* Daily Buffet Breakfast & Dinner 
 
Lecture Series: 
*Jerusalem in the Time of Jesus 
*Jesus’ Ministry in the Galilee 
*Impact of the Galilee on Jesus 
*Geography and Its Impact on the Bible 
 
Educational Theme: 
*Jesus: His Life, His Time, His Land, His Hebrew 
Faith 
 
There is an Itinerary on the tables in the Narthex to 
give you an idea of what to expect while on the 
trip. 

The next deadline  
for articles  

for the July/August Newsletter  
is Friday, June 4, 2010 
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FLORIDA CONFERENCE 
THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

 
   On June 10-12, 2010, we will come together for our Florida Annual Conference Event in Lakeland under the ban-
ner of “Transforming the World by Eradicating Extreme Poverty.”  I invite you and your local church once again to 
engage in extravagant generosity as we receive an annual conference offering.  This year, our special offering will go 
towards relief efforts for The Methodist Church in Haiti,  and The Florida Partnership to End Childhood Hunger as 
organized by Florida Impact. 
   Eighty percent of this year’s offering will go the The Methodist Church in Haiti.  As we all know, Haiti is suffering 
from a devastating earthquake that took place in January.  This tragedy is on top of four hurricanes striking this, the 
poorest country in the western hemisphere, in 2009. 
   Twenty percent of the offering will go towards Florida Impact for the Partnership to End Childhood Hunger, a 
multi-year, strategic Tem-Point Plan to end childhood hunger in Florida. 
   I encourage every congregation to participate in the offering by receiving a church-wide special offering in the days 
leading up to the Florida Annual Conference Event.  The lay member or pastor of each congregation will them bring 
the offering with them to the 2010 Annual Conference Event. 
   Let us join together to be the hands and feet of Christ in helping eradicate extreme poverty in Haiti and Florida 
through our 2010 Annual Conference offering. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Timothy W. Whitaker 
 

 
Oneco United Methodist Church  

will hold this special offering on Sunday, May 23, 2010  
at the morning worship service. 

God is like.  
BAYER ASPIRIN  
He works miracles.  

 

God is like.....  
A FORD  

He's got a better idea..  
 

God is like.  
COKE  

He's the  real thing.  
 

God is like.  
HALLMARK CARDS  

He cares enough to send His 
very best.  

 
God is like.  

TIDE  
He gets the stains out that 

others leave behind. ..  

God is like.  
GENERAL ELECTRIC  
He  brings good things to 

life.  
 

God is like.  
SEARS  

He has everything..  
 

God is like.  
ALKA-SELTZER  

Try Him, you'll like Him  
 

God is like.  
SCOTCH TAPE  

You can't see Him, but you 
know He's there..  

 
God is like..  

DELTA  
He's ready when you are.  

 

God is like.  
ALLSTATE  

You're in good hands with 
Him.    

 
God is like.  

VO-5 Hair Spray   ;  
He holds through all kinds of 

weather  
 

God is like.  
DIAL SOAP  

Aren't you  glad you have 
Him?  Don't you wish every-

body did? 
  

God is like .  
The U.S. POST OFFICE  

Neither rain, nor snow, nor 
sleet nor ice will keep Him 

from 
His appointed destination.   

God is like.  
Chevrolet. . . . 

The heart beat of America   
  

God is like  
Maxwell House. . ..... 
Good to the very last 

drop   
  

God is like.  
B o u n t y . . . ..  

He is the quicker picker 
upper. . Can handle the 

tough jobs. .. 
And He won't fall apart 
on you  

Answers from Classroom Children on What God is Like. 
(We could learn a few things from our children) 
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Rev. Robert Green   
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Music Team 
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 Lou Schubert   

May/June 2010 Newsletter, “The Oneco Clarion” published bi-monthly 
E-mail: omethodist@tampabay.rr.com Website: onecoumc.com 
Sunday School: 8:30 a.m.  Sunday Worship Service: 10:00 a.m. 

May through October only 
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m. Sunday Worship Services: 8:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. 

November through April only 
Wednesday Evenings:  Family life Dinner-6:00 p.m.; Bible Hour/ PB&J-7:00 p.m. 

September through June only 

UNDERSTAND THE NATURE OF GOD 
 

   Who is God?  Is He a mystery to you?  Do 
you want to know Him better?  Maybe you 
wonder if God even exist.  That’s okay.  Peo-
ple have wondered about God for as long as…
well, for as long as there have been people.  
They wonder if He’s really out there.  They 
wonder if He made the world and everything 
in it.  And if He did, they wonder if God still 
cares about what’s going on. 
   Perhaps you’ve gotten past all of those questions.  You defi-
nitely believe in god, but you don’t know Him.  You don’t un-
derstand His nature—in other words, His personality.  You 
aren’t alone.  For many people—even those who claim to be 
religious—the nature of God is a mystery.  It’s like God is be-
hind some dark cloud, occasionally speaking in a deep voice to 
prophets and such (you know, like He spoke to Charleton 
Heston in The Ten Commandments).  Other people think God 
wants to prevent them from having a good time.  If they get 
close to God, they’re afraid they’ll have to give up their free-
dom. 
   While it’s true there are things about God we’ll never know 
( after all, He is God), there are many things we can know.  For 
example, when we look at our universe—whether it’s through a 
microscope, a telescope, or the naked eye—we observe incredi-
ble design and order and beauty.  That means the Designer (that 
would be God) must be a being of design and order and beauty.  
And He must be pretty powerful. 
   When we look at ourselves and see that we all have some idea 
about God (even when you deny god exists, you have to think 
about Him), that means the Creator (God again) put that idea in 
us.  Yet God is more than an idea.  He is more than a symbol for 
good or and impersonal “higher being.”  God is a very real spirit 
Being who has always existed in the past, who exists now, and 

will always exist in the future.  God is per-
sonal.  God is involved in our world. And 
God has revealed His nature to us.  All we 
have to do is stop, look, and listen. 
 

...IN THE SMALL STUFF 
 

· God knows what’s in our hearts.  We 
might as wll get right to the point. 
· Remember that God values you for who 
you are, not what you do. 

· True faith involves doing all you can and letting God take 
care of the rest. 

· God will never send a thirsty soul to a dry well. 
· God speaks, Do you listen? 
· God leads.  Do you follow? 
· God is more likely to speak to you with a gentle whisper 

than with a loud voice. 
· God won’t take away a son until you give it over to Him. 
· The times when you need God the most are when you don’t 

think you need Him. 
· Faith is not an emotion.  It is objective trust placed in a very 

real God. 
· The way you think about God does not define Him. 
· One quality of god’s nature that should make us tremble is 

His justice. 
· One quality of God’s nature that should give us comfort is 

His love. 
· Don’t worry about proving God’s existence, because no one 

can disprove it. 
 
Taken from: God is in the small stuff and it all matters, stop 
worrying and invite God into the details of your life 
By: Bruce & Stan, authors of Bruce & Stan’s Guide to God 

Proud to be a part of the 
SR-70 Cluster 

United Methodist Churches! 
BRUMC/CUMC/EUMC/OUMC 

GOD IS IN THE SMALL STUFF 
and it all matters 

Do you not know? 
Have you not heard? 

The LORD is the everlasting God, 
The Creator of the ends of the earth. 

He will not grow tired or weary, 
And his understanding  

No one can fathom. 
———————– 
Isaiah 40: 28 NIV 


