
January 2009                                                     ANNIVERSARY EDITION                                                       50 CENTS 

�������������	�
����
��� �
IMPORTANT EVENTS 

1879 World/US Events 
 
· Madison Square Garden opened 

in New York City. 
 
· The first artificial ice rink in 

North America opened at Madi-
son Square Garden. 

 
· “The Pirates of Penzance” by 

Gilbert and Sullivan premiered in 
New York City. 

 
· A large magnitude earthquake hit 

St. Augustine, FL and was felt 
from Daytona Beach to Savan-
nah, GA. 

 
· The US congress and President 

Rutherford. B. Hayes authorized 
women lawyers to argue law 
cases before the Supreme Court. 

 
· The Zulu War against British co-

lonial rule in South Africa began. 
 

The Year in Sports 
 

· The Providence Grays were 
the champions of baseball with 

      an average of .702 
 

     This year, Oneco United Methodist 
Church celebrates its 130th year of pro-
claiming Christ as Lord and Savior! 

The church was organized in 1879 
and met in a one-room school located 
near the railroad 
tracks on Benedict 
Avenue, which is 
now called 53rd Ave-
nue East.   

In 1904, the first 
church was built on 
property right across 
the street from the current building.  
There were 23 charter members.  The 
bell in the bell tower is inscribe that it 
was cast in Philadelphia, Penn. In 1902.  
It was purchased in 1904 for the origi-
nal church building. 

A Methodist preacher from the 
community of Manatee on the river 
came out to Oneco and held services 
once a month.  From 1910-1925, the 
church was part of a circuit with a cir-
cuit-riding preacher serving Manatee, 
Parris, Ellenton, and Myakka, and ser-
vices were held two Sundays a month.  
It was not until 1942 that the church 
was open for services every Sunday 
morning. 

“goodie boxes and branch specific Bi-
bles to our troops overseas, donating 
food to people with the greatest need, 
and collecting and giving school sup-
plies to those in need at three different 
schools in the surrounding communi-
ties,  the church will continue to meet 
those needs. 

The church stands as a memorial 
to those who had the vision and then 
labored long and hard to make that vi-
sion a reality.   

 Oneco United Methodist Church 
has been celebrating Christ in this 
community in three centuries.   

In January 2009 there are 538 
church members with 108 associate 
and affiliate members. 

Oneco United Methodist Church 
Celebrates 130th Anniversary This Year! 

In 1952, the current property was 
purchased and the existing lot was sold 
to the Manatee District Board of Educa-
tion where Oneco Elementary School is 
now located.  The new sanctuary 

opened on New 
Year’s Eve in 
1954, with a 
membership of 
127.  In the next 
few years the two 
educational build-
ings were com-

pleted, the fellowship hall was built, 
and in 1976, the Memorial Bell Tower 
was built using the bell from the origi-
nal church building. 

In 2003, the church purchase the 
adjoining property on the southeast cor-
ner of the existing parking lot and had it 
fully paid off by 2007. 

As the church  continues to grow, 
its mission continues to be service to 
meet the needs of people in Oneco, 
neighboring communities, the country, 
and the world.  

With its many mission projects, 
including, but not limited to, knocking 
on doors asking people what their needs 
and prayer requests are, sending 

“As the church continues to 
grow, its mission continues to be 
service to meet the needs of people 
in Oneco, neighboring communi-
ties, the country, and the world.” 



 
 
 

· Paul Hines finished the season 
with a .357 batting average. 

 

· Jamie Anderson won the Brit-
ish Open in golf. 

 

· “Lord Murphy” won the Ken-
tucky Derby. 

 

1879 Inventions 
 

· Thomas Edison invented the 
incandescent filament lamp. 

 

· Proctor and Gamble invented 
Ivory soap. 

 

· James Ritty invented the cash 
register in Dayton, OH. 

 

· Karl Benz invented the two 
cycle automobile engine. 

 

1879 Entertainment 
 

· Famous people born this year 
include Rachel Lindsay, Will 
Rogers, Ethel Barrymore, 
Samuel Goldwyn, Louis 
Chevrolet, Albert Einstien,  

· Joseph Stalin, Leon Trotsky 

The price of a 
dozen eggs 

$0.18  1879 
$1.85  2009 

The price of a 
pound of butter 

$ 0.12  1879 
$2.00  2009 

$10  1879 
$150  2009 

The price of a 
man’s suit 

$600  1879 
$275,000  2009 

Average cost 
of a house 

The United Methodist Church traces 
it's history back to the ministry of John 
and Charles Wesley in 18th century 
England. The Methodist movement be-
gan in America as lay preachers spread 
Wesley's teachings in the late 18th cen-
tury. The denomination was born on 
Christmas Eve 1784 as the Methodist 
Episcopal Church under the leadership 
of Thomas Coke and Francis Asbury. 
Coke and Asbury had been sent to 
America by Wesley in response to the 
call from Methodists for leadership and 
instruction. The Christmas Conference 
met at Lovely Lane Chapel, Baltimore 
Maryland. This new denomination had a 
fantastic rate of growth through the 
nineteenth and early 20th centuries. In 
the 1850s the denomination split, 
mainly over the issue of slavery, with 
the independent Methodist Episcopal 
Church South now serving the South. 
The two denominations remained sepa-
rate until 1939 when they joined to form 
The Methodist Church. In 1968 the 
Methodist Church merged with the 
Evangelical United Brethren Church 
to form the United Methodist Church. 

Origins of the  
United Methodist Church 

 Bridges, F. R.1881-1883 
 Gates, Edward F.1883 
 Parker, W. H.1884 
 Duncan, J. T.1885 
 Castel, J. A.1886 
 Crowder, J. R.1887 
 Turner, C. D.1888 
 Robinson, Adam A.1889-1890 
 Sweat, James M.1891-1892 
 Barrington, E. W.1893 
 Vann, J. H.1894 
 Hardee, Eugene W. J.1895-1897 
 Tresca, William B.1898-1899 
 Outland, Mahion H.1900-1901 
 Fraxee, Henry B.1902 
 Cecil, Charles C.1903 
 Summers, €. H.1904 
 Half linger, H. J.1905-1906 
 Gardner, A. M.1907 
 Bell, M. T.1908 
 Wier, W. A.1909 
 Daiger, Albert M.1910-1911 
 Harris, Henry F.1912-1913 
 Belts, W. A.1914 
 Nance, H. C.1915 
 Carlton, T. Wright1915 
 Belt, H. C.1915 
 McCall, Amos C.1916 
 Carlton, T. Wright1917 
 Cecil, Charles, C.1918 
 Davis, Homer A.1919 

 Langford, Fred B.1920 
 Newkirk, William H.1921 
 Austin, J. Walter1922-1925 
 Philpot, W. Nash1925-1926 
 Tresca, William B.1926-1927 
 Tolle, Corning F.1927-1929 
 Gates, Edward J.1929-1931 
 Gutteridge, Charles E.1932 
 Partridge, James A.1933 
 Carlton, T. W.1934-1936 
 Couliette, John T.1936-1937 
 Carlton, T. Wright1937-1940 
 Dark, J. F.1940-1941 
 Jones, D. Lee1941-1942 
 Thompson, Charles A.1941-1942 
 Glazier, George M.1942-1946 
 Roberts, Gladstone S.1946-1950 
 Dack, W. H.1950-1952 
 Reynolds, Mead1952-1953 
 Neese, J. L.1953 
 Dough, Whitney J.1953-1957 
 Jeans, C. J. St. Clair1957-1960 
 James, Perry B.1961-1962 
 McMullen, Walter B.1962-1963 
 Kircher, William E.1964-1968 
 George, Lawrence W.1969-1974 
 Queen, Vernon E.1975-1984 
 Norton, Curtis W.1985-1986 
 Caldwell, William B.1987-1993 
 Green, Robert J.1993-Present 

Pastoral Appointments of  
Oneco United Methodist Church 

from 1881 to Present 



Then & Now 
A Photographic Look at Oneco UMC in the Last 130 Years 

1879, The one-room school 
where Oneco UMC was first 
organized 

Worshipers inside the first church building 

1910, Members of Oneco United Methodist Church 

1959, The West Education Building 

May 1954, Groundbreaking for the 

new Sanctuary of Oneco UMC. ;W.W 

Terry Sr., Rev. Dale Hughes, Whitney Dough, 

Pastor, and Rev. A. D. Hauglin 

Sunday School in 1963 

Wayver Boyd, Secretary, 1963 

Dec. 31, 1954, the new Sanctuary 

Groundbreaking for the West Education Building 

 

1904, The first c
hurch building of 

Oneco UMC’S 23 charter members 



Oneco United Methodist Church with the East Education Building, 1979 

Oneco United Methodist church today, 2009 

The Oneco United Methodist Church Choir, 1963 
Inside the present 

sanctuary 

A membership of 540 with 
two worship services in 

winter months 

C. H. Summers,  
Pastor, 1904 

W. B. Fresca 
Pastor, 1899 

Whitney Dough 
Pastor 1954 

Robert Green 
Present Pastor 


